1. TWO REQUESTS

A friend suggests that | should resume writing my autobio-
graphy? from the point where | left off and, further, that | should write
atreatise on the science of ahimsa.

| never really wrote an autobiography. What | did write was a
series of articles narrating my experiments with truth which were later
published in book form. More than twenty® years have elapsed since
then. What | have done or pondered during this interval has not been
recorded in chronological order. | would love to do so but have | the
leisure? | have resumed the publication of Harijan in the present
trying times as a matter of duty. It is with difficulty that | can cope
with this work. How can | find time to bring the remainder of my
experiments with truth up to date? But if it is God’ s will that | should
write them, He will surely make my way clear.

To write a treatise on the science of ahimsa is beyond my
powers. | am not built for academic writings. Action is my domain,
and what | understand, according to my lights, to be my duty, and
what comes my way, | do. All my action is actuated by the spirit of
service. Let anyone who can systematize ahimsa into a science do so,
if indeed it lends itself to such treatment. In the event of my inability,
the correspondent has suggested three names in order of preference
for thistask: Shri Vinoba, Shri Kishorela Mashruwala, Shri Kaka
Kalelkar. The first named could do it, but | know he will not. Every
hour of hisis scheduled for his work and he would regard it as
sacrilege to take a single moment therefrom for writing a Shastra. |
would agree with him. The world does not hunger for Shastras. What
it craves, and will always crave, is sincere action. He who can appease
this hunger will not occupy histime in elaborating a Shastra.

Shri Kishorelal has already written an independent treatise. If his
health permits, | know he would like to write further. It may not be
correct to call hiswork a Shastra, but it may be said to be very near to
one. In his present state of health, however, | do not think he can
shoulder the burden, and | would be the last person to lay it on him.

' Originally written in Gujarati, this appeard as “from Harijanbandhu”
published simultaneously with the source.

% Vide “An Autobiography”

® Harijanbandhu has “twenty-five”.
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Like Shri Vinoba he too does not allow a moment of histime to be
wasted. Much of it is given to help solve the personal problems of
large circle of friends. The end of the day leaves him utterly
exhausted.

Shri Kakasaheb, like Shri Thakkar, is an incorrigible nomad.
Just now he has made the propagation and development of the
national and provincial languages his special concern. Even if he
wanted to divert a moment of his time to the writing of a Shastra, |
would try to prevent him from doing so.

From the above it may be concluded that there is no need at
present for the treatise in question. Any such during my lifetime
would necessarily be incomplete. If at all, it could only be written after
my death. And even so let me give the warning that is would fail to
give a complete exposition of ahimsa. No man has ever been able to
describe God fully. The same holds true of ahimsa. | can give no
guarantee that | will do or believe tomorrow what | do or hold to be
true today. God alone is omniscient. Man in the flesh is essentially
imperfect. He may be described as being made in the image of God,
but heisfar from being God. God is invisible, beyond the reach of
the human eye. All that we can do, therefore, is to try to understand
the words and actions of those whom we regard as men of God. Let
them soak into our being and let us endeavour to translate them into
action, but only so far as they appeal to the heart. Could any scientific
treatise do more for us?

POONA, February 25, 1946
Harijan, 3-3-1946

2. TELEGRAM TO S. SALIVATI

POONA,
February 25, 1946
SALIVATI
MADRAS"HINDU"
BOMBAY

PLEASE FORGIVE. TOO BUSY FOR INTERVIEWS.
GANDHI
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
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3. LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH

February 25, 1946
CHI. MUNNALAL,
| have read your letter. | am returning it, in case you wish to
preserveit. | will of course not keep you here against your wish. |
have already told* Dinshaw. Let us see now what happens. | remember
all the facts given by you.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 8424

4. LETTER TO BALVANTS NHA

SEVAGRAM, WARDHA,?
February 25, 1946
CHI. BALVANTSINHA,

| have started the treatment of Chi. Kishorelal® yesterday. Let us
see what happens.

Y ou have to do your duty by meditating over navadha bhakti*.
Scavenging and kitchen work are the key to our life. If these two are
done, the rest follow.

Blessings from
BAPU
[From Hindi]

Bapuki Chhayamen, p. 374

! Vide “Two Requests’

2 Permanent address

% Kishorelal G. Mashruwala
* The nine-fold devotion
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5. ANOTE

February 25, 1946

| am now tired. If the man is here tell him he may come. The
car which was to come has been detained. Let it be sent if possible,
otherwise he will manage somehow.

First of all decide about the post. Telephone to ask whether Aga
Khan has come or not. Write that Gandhi says that he has no house at
al; al are his. He will do what both of you say, that your convenience
will be his convenience.

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

6. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS
POONA,
February 26, 1946

| congratulate Shrimati Aruna Asaf Ali on her courageous
refutation' of my statement? on the happenings in Bombay. Except
for the fact that she represents not only herself but also afairly large
body of underground workers, | would not have noticed her
refutation, if only because she is a daughter of mine not less so
because not born to me or because sheis arebel. | had the pleasure of
meeting her on several occasions while she was underground. |
admired her bravery, resourcefulness and burning love of the country.
But my admira- tion stopped there. | did not like her being
underground. | do not appreciate any underground activity. | know
that millions cannot go underground. Millions need not. A select few
may fancy that they will bring swaraj to the millions by secretly
directing their activity. Will this not be spoon-feeding? Only open
challenge and open activity isfor all to follow. Real swaraj must be felt
by all—man, woman and child. To labour for that consummation is
true revolution. India has beco-me a pattern for all exploited races of
the earth, because India’s has been an open, unarmed effort which
demands sacrifice from all without inflict-ing injury on the usurper.
The millions in Indiawould not have been awakened but for the open,

! At Press Conference in Bombay on February 24, 1946
2 \iide “ Statement to the Press’, 23-2-1946
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unarmed struggle. Every deviation from the straight path has meant a
temporary arrest of the evolutionary revolution.

| do not read the 1942 events as does the brave lady. It was
good that the people rose spontaneously. It was bad that some or
many resorted to violence. It makes no difference that Shri Kishorelal
Mashruwala, Kakasaheb and other workers, in their impatient zeal for
the movement* , misinterpreted non-violence. That they did so only
shows how delicate an instrument non-violence is. My analogy is not
meant to cast any reflection on any person. Everyone acted as he or
she thought best. Supineness in the face of overwhelming, organized
violence would have meant cowardice. | would be weak and wrong, if
| failed to give my estimate of the doing of 1942.

Arunawould “rather unite Hindus and Muslims at the barricade
than on the constitution front”. Even in terms of violence, thisis a
mis-leading proposition. The union at the barricade is honest, there
must be union also at constitutional front. Fighters do not always live
at the bar-ricade. They are too wise to commit suicide. The barricade
life has always to be followed by the constitutional. That front is not
taboo for ever.

Emphatically it betrays want of foresight to disbelieve British
declarations and precipitate a quarrel in anticipation. Is the official
deputation coming to deceive a great nation? It is neither manly nor
womanly to think so. What would be lost by waiting? Let the official
deputation prove for the last time that British declarations are
unreliable. The nation will gain by trusting. The deceiver loses when
there is correct response for the deceived

Let us force facts. The coming mission is claimed to be a
friendly mission, entertaining the hope that they will discover a
constitutional method of delivery. The problem is knotty, probably
the knottiest that has ever confronted statemen It is possible that the
mission will put forth an insoluble conundrum.So much the worse for
them. If they are intent upon findingan honest way out of the
difficulties of their own creation, | have no doubt, there is away. But
the nation too has to play the game. If it does, the barricade must be
left aside, at least for the time being. | appeal to Aruna and her
friends to make wise use of the power their bravery and sacrifice has
given them.

! The source, however, has “moment”.
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It is a matter of great relief that the ratings have listened to
Sardar Patel’s advice to surrender. They have not surrendered their
honour. So far as | can see, in resorting to mutiny they were badly
advised. If it was for grievance, fancied, or rea, they should have
waited for the guidance and intervention of political |eaders of their
choice. If they mutinied for the freedom of India, they were doubly
wrong. They could not do so without a 'call from a prepared
revolutionary party. They were thoughtless and ignorant, if they
believed that by their might they would deliver India from foreign
domination.

Arunais right when she says that the fighters this time showed
grit as never before. But grit becomes foolhardiness when it is
untimely and suicidal as this was.

Sheis entitled to say that the people “are not interested in the
ethics of violence or non-violence”, but the people are very much
interested in knowing the way which will bring freedom to the
masses—vViolence or non-violence. The people have, however imper-
fectly, hitherto gone the way of non-violence. Aruna and her
comrades have to ask themselves every time whether the non-violent
way has, or has not, raised India from her slumber of ages and created
in them ayearning, very vague perhaps, for swaraj. Thereis, in my
opinion, only one answer.

There are other passages in Shrimati Aruna’s statement which,
as it appears to me, betray confusion of thought. But their treatment
can wait.

Needless to say that | have dealt with the message believing it to
represent her opinion. If it does not, | apologize to her in advance.
My argument, however, is not affected even if itis found that the
reporter has not correctly interpreted her. For my argument is, after
all, impersonal and directed only to the portions which are calculated
to mislead the public, irrespective of their authorship.*

POONA, February 26, 1946

Harijan, 3-3-1946

"Vide also “Conflict of ldeas”
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7. TELEGRAM TO SECRETARY, ALL-BENGAL ANTI-SALES
TAX COMMITTEE
POONA,
February 26, 1946
SECRETARY
ALL-BENGAL ANTI-SALESTAX COMMITTEE
72 CANNING STREET
CALCUTTA

YOU HAVE EVERY RIGHT PROTEST SO LONG AS PROTEST REMAINS TRULY
NON-VIOLENT AND IS JUSTIFIED BY FACTS. AM PREPARED DO WHAT | CAN
IF YOU FURNISH ME WITH FACTS FIGURES.

GANDHI
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
8. TELEGRAM TO DAMODAR M. MEHTA
POONA,
February 26, 1946
DAMODAR MULCHAND
BILKHA

REGRET IMPOSSIBLE JUST NOW.
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

9. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

POONA,
February 26, 1946
BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

I have your letter. What are you going to do about Rajaji? He
wants to withdraw*; let him do so.

If you are keen on taking me to Bardoli, | am ready. | have
already suggested’ that in a difficult situation like this your placeisin
Bombay. But you know best. In making the suggestion | did not have
my convenience in view, but only what the circumstances of the nation
demanded of us.

! His candidature for the University seat in the elections; vide “Letter from C.
Rajagopal chari”, 21-2-1946
\iide “Letter to Vallabhbhai Patel”, 24-2-1946
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You will seewhat | have again said* about Aruna.

Blessings from
BAPU
[From Guijarati]

Bapuna Patro—2 : Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 300-1

10. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS
[On or before February 27, 1946]?

| have been asked by several friends to save Gen. Awari’s life by
asking Sardar Patel to revise his decision.® | have refused, for | have
neither the power nor the wish to do so. The judgment of the
Congress parliamentary Board is, in my opinion, subject to review by
the Working Committee as also the A. I. C. C. Gen. Awari says, heis
not fighting for himself but for the President of the local Board. This
position is altogether wrong. It is regrettable that he should persist in
committing suicide by fasting. But his friends should dissuade him. If
he refuses to listen, | fear, he must be allowed to die without evoking
the slightest sympathy. | say this as the author of satyagraha including
fasts. Neither can be capriciously offered. Public sympathy with
capricious fasting can disrupt society.

The Hindu, 1-3-1946

! Vide “ Statement to the Press”, 26-2-1946

2 The statement was reported under the date-line “ Poona, February 27”.

%Vide footnote 1, “Telegram to Secretary, C. P. Provincial Congress
Committee”, 20-2-1946 On February 20, 1946, the Genera Council of Nagpur
Congress in an emergency meeting passed a resolution urging the Congress High
Command to reconsider its decision having regard to Awari’ s which was condemned
by many Congressmen. Awari, however, in response to an appeal from Vallabhbhai
Patel broke his fast on March 10, and agreed to meet him in Bombay on March 13.
Vide also “Telegram to Manchershaw R. Awari”, 27-2-1946 and “Telegram to
Manchereshaw R. Awari”, 28-2-1946
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11. TELEGRAM TO POONAMCHAND RANKA
Express POONA,
February 27, 1946
PUNAMCHAND RANKA

CONGRESSOFFICE
NAGPUR

YOUR IMPERATIVE DUTY DISSUADE GENERAL AWARI FROM CONTINUING
SUICIDAL FAST.

GANDHI
From acopy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

12. TELEGRAM TO MANCHERSHAW R. AWARI
Express POONA,
February 27, 1946

GEN. AWARI
NAGPUR

I WARN YOU ONCE MORE YOUR FAST WHOLLY WRONG. DO NOT COMMIT
SUICIDE.

GANDHI
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal. Also The Hindu, 1-3-1946

13. TELEGRAM TO DAMODAR M. MEHTA

POONA
February 27, 1946
DAMODAR MULCHAND MEHTA
PRAMUKH SHRICHITAL SARVAJANIK SEVA MANDAL
BILKHA

NO PREVIOUS INTIMATION RECEIVED WHO IS FASTING WHAT FOR. IF MY
OPINION HAS VALUE FAST SHOULD BE SUSPENDED PENDING DECLARATION
OPINION.

GANDHI
From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

* Vide also “ Statement to the Press’, 27-2-1946 and “Letter to Manchershaw
R. Awari”, 28-2-1946
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14. SPECIAL POWER OF ATTORNEY*

[, the undersigned, heir of Shah Karamchand Otamchand
Gandhi, resident of Bharat Varsha hereby authorize R[ajaman]
R[gashri] Maneklal Amritlal Gandhi of Porbandar to execute and
sign the sale deed on my behalf, produce it before the Registrar for
registration, execute a bond relating to the said sale deed and to
receive offer for our house situated in the rear side of Srinathaji’s
Haveli? at Porbandar, the deed (which of) stands in the name of our
ancestor Harjivan Raidas Gandhi, and for which house an agreement
of sale of al my rights, title, share and interest in the aforesaid
property along with the construction, structure and building was made
in favour of Rgya Ratha Sheth Nanjibhai Kalidas Mehta of
Porbandar. | have hereby given him authority to transfer and change
my right of ownership and to appear on my behalf to do all legal
work which | would have myself done. The act of my aforesaid
attorney in this behalf will be considered legal and binding from all
points of view. For a proof of this| have set my signature hereunder.

M. K. GANDHI
POONA, February 27, 1946
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 7912

15. LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH
February 27, 1946

CHI. MUNNALAL,

Y ou must learn to exercise control over your language. Even
when thinking about individuals one should not pay too much
attention to their shortcomings. Y ou yourself should decide whether
or not you should remain here. If you cannot decide, it would mean
you should not stay here; for the work is so difficult that, if you
cannot take full interest in it, you would not be able to do it. Thisis

! Executed in Porbandar State under serial number 3779
> Temple
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an important sphere of work for learning to acquire control over
one’'s temper.*
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 8420. Also C. W. 5606. Courtesy :
Munnalal G. Shah

16. LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH
February 27, 1946
CHI. MUNNALAL,

| understand all that you say. | do value your services. What
other job would you like, if you are not kept here [in Poona]? Do you
wish to return to the Ashram? What about Kanchan® and Hiramani?
Whom should | post here in your place? Have a talk with me so that

we can come to afinal decision.?
Blessings from

BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 8422. Also C. W. 5607. Courtesy :
Munnalal G. Shah

17. LETTER TO POONAMCHAND RANKA

POONA,
February 27, 1946
BHAI POONAMCHAND,
| got your letter. | did not see what was published in
Janmabhoomi®, | did not give them anything. | hope you have my
earlier letter® by now.

I do not understand what you write about Sardar. It is not his
wont. | don’t understand this complication. That a man like you
should be involved in it is all the more painful to me.

Awari is now fasting for you. What is this? Fasting has no place
in asituation of this kind. Besides, injustice, if any at all, was done to

! Vide also the following item.

% Addressee’ swife

® Vide also the preceding item.

* A Gujarati daily published from Bombay

® Vide “Letter to Poonamchand Ranka”,15-2-1946
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you, not to him. Explain to him what his prime duty is and, if he
refuses to understand, it is your duty to condemn his fast
unreservedly.

Blessings from

BAPU
POONAMCHAND RANKA
NAGPUR
From a copy of the Hindi: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal
18. LETTER TO DHARMADEV SHASTRI
POONA,

February 27, 1946
BHAI DHARMADEV SHASTRI,

| read your letter to Bapa. It is good and yet not good. It is
good because it refutes all the allegations against you and not good
because the denial has atouch of resentment and betrays some lack of
vigilance in the matter of duty. You took up the work? in a spirit of
service and of your own free will, not at anyone else’ sinstance, nor at
my bidding. My only part in it was that when | was told of it, |
approved of it. Why should you leave it for fear of criticism or even at
my bidding? If it should be given up, it will happen when your own
heart tells you to leave it. | see no such occasion. One who speaksiill
of me should always be a hero for me.? It is flatterers that we should
flee from. Bapaislooking after all the other things.

Though | have written about the money, | still say that any
service that is good and is rendered honestly and intelligently finds
funds for itself. Why be annoyed with Mirabehn? After all you are
regarded as a respectable man and occasional criticism does affect
you. But why should it bother us? My advice is that you should go to
Mirabehn, listen to all that she says, tell her all that you wish and

! Vide also “ Telegram to Poonamchand Ranka’”, 27-2-1946

® The addressee started Ashoka Ashram at Kalsi in July 1942, but was arrested
in August. On his release after eighteen months, he resumed his work of developing
village industries at the Ashram. He was also running a school and hospital in
memory of Kasturba Gandhi at Nagthat, near Mussoorie.

® A saying of the saint Dadu; vide “ Ashram Bhajanavali”
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acquaint her with the facts; render service with a steadfast mind. To
face the obstacles bravely, firmly, yet with detachment—is it not an
integral part of service?
Blessings from
BAPU
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

19. LETTER TO CHARLESF. GRITZNER

[On or after February 27, 1946]*

The enclosure to your letter of 27-2-1946 reads well, but so far

as | can seeg, is utterly impracticable. My mind does not think in

continents. It lays stress on the perfection of the individual conduct.
They had been formed to . . . ? to the greatest results.

From the original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.
Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

20. TELEGRAM TO MANCHERSHAW R. AWARI

POONA,
February 28, 1946
GEN. AWARI
NAGPUR
YOUR WIRE®. IF YOU HAVE GRIEVANCES YOU SHOULD STATE THEM
CLEARLY FIRST. SUBSEQUENTLY YOU CAN REFER THEM TO WORKING
COMMITTEE ALL-INDIA COMMITTEE. THEREFORE ADVISE ABANDON FAST.
BAPU
From acopy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

' The letter is scribbled on the addressee’s letter of February 27, 1946.

? |llegible in the source

® The reference is to a copy of the addressee’s telegram to Abul Kalam Azad
which read : “My fast on important issues. Central Parlimantary Board absolutely
overridden and humiliated on undesirable candidates's interference and conspiracy.
We branded as cracks and illiterate. Grievances real. Please regard Province's
interests.” Vide also “Telegram to Manchershaw R. Awari”, 27-2-1946
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21. LETTER TO PURATAN BUCH

POONA,
[February 28, 1946]*

CHI. PURATAN,

You write to say that engine-driven flour mills are to be
found in thousands of villages. Thousands would mean that their
number could be greater than ten thousand. You cannot describe
them as thousands, if they were a thousand and one. If  you have the
statistics, give me the exact figures. Y ou must also have the names of
the villages, only then you can arrive at the [right] figure. If the
number of the villages runs into thousands, it is a very alarming
situation. What would be the cost of the equipment and the engines?
Calculate the cost, if you haven't already done so, and let me have the
figures.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

22. LETTER TO KISHORELAL G. MASHRUWALA

POONA
February 28, 1946

CHI. KISHORELAL,

Today | am attending to a few letters among which your letter
catches my eye. What you write about Gomati® is quite
understandable. Some nature cure practitioners can diagnose a case
which [allopathic] doctors cannot, but this cannot be applied in the
case of Gomati, and | am of the opinion that Dr. Dinshaw cannot cope
with the case. He has plenty [to recommend himself]. He is liberal but
has fallen into atrack which he is not likely to give up all at once. He
is pulling on with what is not to his liking, thanks to his boundless
faith in me. | have taken up the burden of running the clinic under
these circumstances. He will guide us wherever we may ask him.
Hence even if Dhirubhai comes, he cannot have the benefit of

! The source, however, has March 28, 1946, but Gandhiji was not in Poona on
that date.
% Addressee’ swife
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Dinshawji’ s knowledge, his brilliance and experience. At present he
can utilize my own limited knowledge. Dinshaw himself is physical
culture personified but he does instruct others. He is possessed by
nature cure, by his desire to establish university for it, and he
entertains a hope that it will come to be through his association with
me. If this department should wholly belong to the poor, we may bid
on it some hope of establishing a university. Under the circumstances,
| don't think we can give satisfaction to Dhirubhai. | have a feeling
that something like Ashram life might come to be here, as though |
could do nothing else! Or, maybe, | was not interested in anything
else! Thus | am proceeding willingly as well as unwillingly. | am
sending away from what may be called the menial staff; it remains to
be seen how far | succeed. Therefore, if Dhirubhai and such others
came, they will have to be content with my own knowledge of nature
cure, such as it is. If, in the mean while, Dinshaw opens up and
acquires the ability of transferring his knowledge to others, we can
make some progress.

Bharatan Kumarappa will not be able to give such work as you
expect. In fact he will be able to write independently. It* seems to be
very well organized now. Pyarelal and Rajkumari have taken up the
English work. Sushila of course very much wants to be useful but |
don’t take from her much work of this kind. If | did, her medical
work would inevitably suffer. | am relieving Kanu for his primary job.
At present | get much of his work done by Sushila Pai, and sheis
doing it well. She has always been in the line. | am taking from her
the work of the Gujarati Department. For Hindustani | have brought
Om Prakash. | trust he will be trained. He certainly wants to be. It is
fairly cold here. | presume you have left Bombay.

Blessings from

BAPU
[KISHORELAL G. M ASHRUWALA]

SEVAGRAM
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

! The reference is to printing work of Harijan, Harijanbandhu and Harijan
Sevak.
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23. LETTERTO AMRITA LAL CHATTERJEE
POONA,

February 28, 1946
CHI. AMRITLAL,

Abha' handed your letter* only today. | read it. Sailen’s letter
is also before me. It can be said that nowadays | do not always stay at
the Ashram. And now it has come to this: that for six months | am at
the Ashram and for six months in Poona and Mahabal eshwar. In such
asituation it will not be proper at all to keep you [at the Ashram] on
my responsibility. | would advise you to have a talk with Chimanlal®
and Krishnachandra. Explain everything to them and, if they agree,
stay at the Ashram. Serve the Ashram and earn your livelihood. Have
afrank talk with Ashadevi®. It will be your responsibility to teach
Bengali. How far mother can mentally adjust herself to the Ashram
remains to be seen; also whether she can bear the heat during summer.
Considering all these, | feel that all of you cannot stay at the Ashram
permanently. Even so | am not giving any decision. Yes, this much |
want to say : When Sailen says that he can decide for himself, a
decision should be taken only about others. Go to Navadweep, stay
there and render as much service as you can, and educate the children
on the lines of Nayee Talim. It would be good to consider this also as
service.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : C. W. 10414. Courtesy : Amrita Lal Chatterjee

24. NOTES

A USEFUL PAMPHLET
A friend sends me a copy of a leaflet published by the
Department of Agriculture, Bombay Province. It contains hints on
small-scale vege-table cultivation in compounds of bungalows, etc.
This was published in 1942 during war time, in pursuance of a
compaign for growing more food. What was then necessary is much

! Addressee' s daughter, Abha Gandhi

2 Dated February 20, it was about his and his son, Sailendra Nath’s future
programme.

¥ Chimanlal N. Shah, Manager, Sevagram Ashram

* Ashadevi Aryanayakam
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more so how in view of the increasing shortage of food. It is a pity
that the leaflet is printed in English. It may be, however, that only the
English pamphlet has been sent to me, and that it has been translated
into the provincial languages. Be that as it may, the leaflet is certainly
instructive and useful and | would suggest to the readers who are
interested, as they should be, in the matter that they send for and study
it with aview to making use of the suggestions, if they have a plot of
land available for the purpose. Among the hints contained are the
following chosen by me at random :

(a) Plots selected should be well-drained and not overshadowed
by trees or buildings.

(b) Bedsin which flowers have been successfully grown are
usually suitable but portions of lawns may also be dug up and used
for vegetable gardening.

(c) Waste water from bath-rooms or kitchen can be utilized for
the purpose.

(d) It stresses the the necessity of using organic manure such as
cowdung, and tells the reader what vegetables can be easily grown.

(e) A tableisgiven at the end showing the quantity of particular
seeds required, the depth at which they should be sown, the size of the
beds and the distance between the rows of plants.

HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS'
A correspondent writes :

You are at present in Poona. | understand from the papers
that H. H. the Aga Khan is your friend. He has plenty of land
and water supply at his disposal in his palace in Poona. The
same applies to the spacious grounds of Government House at
Ganeshkhind. Could not both these places be utilized for
growing food? Could you suggest it to him?

You believe in fasts. You have said that fasts are not merely
for attaining religious merit but are also beneficial for health.
Cannot you then recommend to the well-fed abstention from
food either one day or for even one meal or more during the
week? A great deal of foodstuffs could thus be made available
to the poor.

They say that even small quantity of sprouted grain, if eaten

! Orginally written in Hindi, this appeared as “from Harijan Sevak” pubished
simultaneously with the source.
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raw, provides the requisits nourishment. Is this so?

The above is condensed from a letter. All the three suggestions
are sound and could easily be put into practice. The first is obviously
for those who possess both land and water; the second for the well-to-
do; the third applies to all. In essence it means that whatever can be
eaten raw would be so eaten. By intelligently following this rule, one
can make a small quantity go along way.* Not only that, it is also
beneficial. | have little doubt that if people understood the laws of
dietetics and acted accordingly, a tremendous economy in food could
be effected.

UTILIZATION OF AVAILABLE POWER?

Q. Flour grinding machines are turned by engines in
thousands of villages in Gujarat. By removing them to the
source, these engines could easily be used for drawing water
from rivers, tanks and wells for purposes of irrigation. Could not
the Government be induced or the owners be persuaded to
divert the engines for this useful work in addtion to working the
grinders?

A. | regard the existence of power wheels for the grinding of
corn in thousands of villages as the limit of our helplessness. |
suppose India does not produce all the engines or grinding machines.
| fondly hope that the correspondent is incorrect and that the number
of wheels and engines does not run into thousands even for the whole
of India® and certainly not in the villages of Gujarat. But if true, it is
indicative of the utter laziness into which our people have fallen. The
planting of such machinery and engines on alarger scalein villagesis
also asign of greed. Isit proper to fill one’s pocketsin this manner at
the expense of the poor? Every such machinery puts thousands of
hand chakkis' out of work and takes away employment from thou-
sands of housewives and artisans who make these chakkis. Moreover
the process is infective and will spread to every village industry. The
decay of the latter spells too the decay of art. If it meant replacement
of old crafts by new ones, one might not have much to say against it.
But thisis not what is happening. In the thousands of villages where
power machinery exists, one misses the sweet music in the early

! The following sentence is translated from the Gujarati version.

2 Originally written in Gujarati, this appeared as “from Harijanbandhu’
published simultaneously with the source.

® The rest of the sentence is translated from the Gujarati version.

* Grinding stones
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morning of the grinders at work.

But to come to the main point : Whilst | hold that these power
engines are at present being put to wrong use, it would be some
compensation if the engines, in addition to their present use, were also
used to pump water out of rivers, tanks and wells for irrigation. My
correspondent suggests Government aid for this. Must this be
necessary? Will not the owners of their own free will turn their engines
towards this useful and necessary work? Or have we been reduced to
such a paralytic state that without Government compulsion we are
unprepared to do anything? Be that as it may, it is my firm opinion
that all necessary measures should be taken at once to utilize existing
power in order to save the people from the terrible fate confronting
them.

POONA, March 1, 1946
Harijan, 10-3-1946

25. WHOSE NEED?

The institution of domestic servants is an old one. But the
attitude of master towards servant has changed from time to time.
Some regard servants as members of the family whereas others look
upon them as slaves or chattels. Between these two extreme views may
be summed up the attitude of society in general towards servants.
Nowadays servants are in great demand everywhere. They have
become conscious of their value and naturally demand their own
conditions of pay and service. This would be proper, if it were
invariably coupled with a proper understanding and performance of
their duty. In that event they would cease to be servants and would
earn for themselves the status of members of the family. The belief in
the efficacy of violence is, however, in the air. How then can servants
properly win the status of members of their masters’ families? That is
a question that may well be asked.

| hold that a man who desires the co-operation of, and wishes to
co-operate with, others should not be dependent on servants. If
anyone has to have one at atime of scarcity of servants, he will have to
pay what is demanded and accept all other conditions with the result
that he will, instead of being master, become the servant of his

! Orginally written in Gujarati, this appeared as “from Harijanbandhu’
published simultaneously with the source.
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employee. This is good for neither the master nor the so-called
servant. It has only one thought, that of pursuing his self-interest. But
if what an individual seeksis not slavery but the co-operation of a
fellow-being, he will not only serve himself but also him whose co-
operation he needs. Through the extension of this principle, aman’s
family will become coterminous with the world and his attitude
towards his fellow-beings will also undergo a corresponding change.
There is no other way of reaching the desired consummation.

He who wants to act on this principle will be content to start
with small beginning. In spite of a man’s ability to command the co-
operation of thousands, he must have sufficient self-restraint and self-
respect in him to enable him to stand alone. Such a person will never
dream of looking on any person as his menial and try to keep him
under subjugation. In fact he will forget altogether that he is master of
his servants and will try his best to bring them to his level. In other
words he should be content to do without what others cannot have.

POONA, March 1, 1946

Harijan, 10-3-1946

26. TELEGRAM TO MANCHERSHAW R. AWARI
Express POONA,
March 1, 1946
GEN. AWARI
NAGPUR

YOUR WIRE. SARDAR HAS NO RIGHT REVIEW BOARD’S DECISION. WAY OF
RELIEF IS THROUGH WORKING COMMITTEE. YESTERDAY'S WIRE> WAS SEEN
BY SARDAR AND JAWAHARLALJI. ABANDON FAST AND AGITATE FOR
REDRESS GRIEVANCE IF ANY

BAPU

From acopy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

! This word and the sentence which follows are translated from the Gujarati
version.
2 Vide “Telegram to Manchershaw R. Awari”, 28-2-1946
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27. TELEGRAM TO H. N. BRAILSFORD

POONA
March 1, 1946
H. N. BRAILSFORD*
FRIENDS SERVICE UNIT
1 UPPERWOOD STREET
CALCUTTA

THANKS. YOU AND MRS. BRAILSFORD CAN COME ANY DAY EXCEPT
MONDAYS. PLEASE WIRE WHEN COMING.?

From acopy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

28. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO GOVERNOR OF
BOMBAY

NATURE CURE CLINIC,
6 TODIWALA ROAD, POONA,
March 1, 1946
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY? TOTHE
GOVERNOR' OF BOMBAY
BOMBAY

DEAR SIR,

A correspondent, writing to Harijan, suggests® among other
things that | should approach the Government of Bombay to use the
vast grounds of Ganeshkhind for growing edibles and use the latter
for the needy. | cannot help thinking that this is a wise suggestion and,

! Henry Noel Brailsford, journalist and author; leader-writer for Manchester
Guardian and Daily News; joined the Independent Labour Party in 1907

2\iide “Interview to H. N. Brailsford”, 17-3-1946.

% J.S. Drewe

* Sir David John Colville

® Vide “Notes”, sub-title A Useful Pamphlet”
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if adopted whole-heartedly by His Excellency, it is likely to be fruitful
of astonishing results.*

Yours truly,
M. K. GANDHI
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 152

29. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI
POONA,
March 1, 1946

BHAI RAJA,

| have your letters from time to time. Rajkumari replies to
them. From my point of view what you did® is quite all right. The
sphere of service has no bounds. | on my part wish that you should
take rest. Come over, if you can. If nothing else, at least we can have a
good laugh together.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 2116

30. LETTER TO MAHESHDUTT MISHRA
POONA,
March 1, 1946
CHI. MAHESH,

| have your two letters. How good it would have been, if you
had remained a Bhangi? | hope you have heard of my experience. In
Hardwar, somebody thought that | was a labourer and it was so much
the better. Others recognized me as we moved on. | have many such
experiences. But do not we learn only by making mistakes? He who
does not make mistakes is either God or the greatest of fools who
imagines that he never makes any mistake. It is good that whenever we

! Replying on March 9, the addressee, inter alia, said : “A considerable area. ..
has been brought under cultivation . . . and a great deal of the remaining area grows
grass for fodder. . . His Excellency has recently asked Agricultural Department to
carry out asurvey of thelands. . . to see to what area cultivation can advantageously
be extended. His Excellency hopes . . . when heisin residence at Ganeshkhind to
show you what has been done.”

2 Withdrawing from the elections; vide “Letter from C. Rajagopalachari”,
21-2-1946
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make a mistake we correct it and go ahead.

What you wrote about the election® is al right. It was
unnecessary for me, but not for you, since you wanted to make a
clean breast of everything. | have not shown your letter to anyone nor
do | intend to. Many things happened in the election in which | took
no interest, nor did | do anything about them. You already know
about Rajaji. The outcome is that Rajaji has withdrawn from it.2 He
likesit and so do I. Keep well. Write to me from time to time. And
come whenever you want to after finding out my whereabouts and
with prior intimation.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 6713. Also C. W. 4457. Courtesy :

Maheshdutt Mishra

31. LETTER TO JAGANNATH
POONA,
March 1, 1946
BHAI JAGANNATH,
| got yout letter. For you Ramanama alone is the unfailing
remedy.
Yours,
M. K. GANDHI
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

32. LETTER TO SHANTI SWARUP BHATNAGAR

POONA
March 1, 1946
BHAI BHATNAGAR?,

Though you forbid my writing, | should at |east acknowledge
receipt of your letter and should also tell you from my experience
that, in what we suppose to be times of difficulty, we should resort to
Ramanama, even if the mind is not steady. If we keep trying, successis

! To the Central Provinces Assembly; he was unhappy about the rejection of
his father C. G. Mishra's nomination.

% Vide the preceding item.

¥ Eminent scientist
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bound to come.

| shall, of course, do what you want me to, but there is no point
init. No one can carry another’s burden. Prayer is a mighty thing but
also strange. May God grant you peace.

Yours,
M. K. GANDHI

SHANTI SWARUP BHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

33. REGRET

My brethren-farmers from Bardoli are unhappy because my
visit to Bardoli has been cancelled. Others too have written to me. |
can understand their disappointment. | am also pained that | could
not go to Bardoli. Although | am short of time, | had made al
preparations for going to Bardoli. | had also written to those who
wanted to see me. But after the riot which broke out in Bombay |
changed my plan. | wrote' to the Sardar that he should be in Bombay
for the present. He liked the suggestion, and the programme for
Bardoli was cancelled.

I hope, all will forget their disappointment when they know
these facts. | take it that | will have to go to Bardoli on some other
occasion.

POONA, March 2, 1946

[From Guijarati]

Harijanbandhu, 10-3-1946

34. LETTER TO AGA KHAN
POONA,
March 2, 1946
BHAI SAHEB,
A gentleman has written? to me saying that since | am afriend
of yours and at present in Poona, | could perhaps persuade you to
grow food-grains and such other things on the large stretch of land

! Vide “Letter to Vallabhbhai Patel”, 24-2-1946 and 186.
?Vide “Notes” sub-title A Useful Pamphlet”
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that you have, since you lack neither water resources nor money. He
also wants to know if this cannot be done on the land at Ganeshkhind
which the Governor occupies.

I like his suggestion. If it is feasible, | hope you will take the
initiative and set an example to others. On my part | have already
offered' my suggestion to the Governor regarding Ganeshkind.

Yours,
M. K. GANDHI
H. H. THEAGA KHAN
BOMBAY
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

35. LETTER TO MANIBEHN NANAVATI

March 2, 1946

CHI. MANIBEHN?,

Kishorelalbhai writes to tell me that | have not replied to your
letter. If so, it is a matter of shame for me. It is, however, clear that |
tend to forget. How can aforgetful person take up any responsibility?
What should | do? Do become an Agent® and show your mettle.

Blessings from
BAPU

SMT. MANIBEHN NANAVATI
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

36. LETTER TO SARDUL SNGH CAVEESHAR

POONA,
March 2, 1946

BHAI CAVEESHAR®,
So at long last you have been released! You have done a brave

! Vide “Letter to C. Rajagopalachari”, 1-3-1946

2 A khadi worker of Bombay

® Presumably, for Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust

* Member, All-India Forward Block; after detention as security prisoner from
1941, he was released form Dharmasala jail on February 22, 1946.

VOL. 90: 25 FEBRUARY, 1946 - 19 MAY, 1946 25



deed too. But is there any gain? And why make allegations?
Vandemataram from

M. K. GANDHI
SARDAR SARDUL SINGH CAVEESHAR
LAHORE, PUNJAB
From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

37. EXTRACT FROM TALK WITH A FRIEND*
[Before March 3, 1946]

Look at Italy. Garibaldi? was a great man. He brought
deliverance to Italy. And Mussolini® did make her look great. But
where is she today? Look at Japan, look a Germany. The very
violence which brought them to the pinnacle of power has razed them
to the ground. And has not the atom bomb proved the futility of all
violence? And yet we are crazy enough to think that we can win swarg
by breaking a few skulls and destroying property which, after all is
said and done, is our own. | am sure, out of this orgy of violence, the
people will learn the lesson of non-violence.

Harijan, 10-3-1946

38. EXTRACT FROM TALK WITH A SOLDIER!
[Before March 3, 1946]°

No. But, as you know, | stand for unadulterated non-violent
action and open means. | abhor secrecy. . . . | lad down a
programme of non-violent action in my 7th of August, 1942
speech® inthe A. I. C. C. for evoking’” and organizing the highest non-
violence and self-sacrifice that the country was capable of. | told in
that speech what the Press should do, what the students should do,

! This and the following item are extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”
dated “Poona, March 3, 1946”". The friend pleaded for “independence at all costs’.

% Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807-1882); Italian patriot and guerilla leader

® Benito Mussolini, 1883-1945

* Vide footnotes 1 and 2, above. Pyarelal explains: “Several army men have
been to Gandhiji’'s camp during the week to seek advice. One of them . . . was deeply
agitated. The men were getting desperate, he said. Would Gandhiji ask them to lie
low and5 swallow all the humiliations and injustice?’

ibid
® Vide “Speech at A.1.C.C. Mesting”, 7-8-1942
" The source has “looking”, a misprint.
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what the Princes should do, what the Government servants should do,
and lastly what the Indian soldiers should do. If all of them had done
their part as suggested by me, it would have had a staggering effect.
That programme can still be acted upon. The soldiers should declare
that they will do soldiering not for their bellies but to make India free
and to keep her free. | do not want them to be disloyal to the
Government in whose pay they are, for, if they are disloyal to the
present Government today, by the same token they may be disloyal to
the national Government tomorrow. But it is no disloyalty for a
soldier to go and tell his superiors that he will be their man only so
long as they stand for his country’s freedom and that he would never
bear arms to crush the liberty of his own people. If, asaresult of their
declaration, they were disbanded, cashiered or even court-martialled,
they should not mind. Thereby they would light a spark which not all
the armaments at the disposal of any power would be able to put out
and before long the entire Indian army would be filled with the spirit
of patriotism without having to shed blood. If, on the contrary, they
resorted to indiscipline and violence or rowdyism, they would alienate
all sympathy and provide the authorities an excuse to teach them a
lesson.*
Harijan, 10-3-1946

39. CONFLICT OF IDEAS

She was unable to understand Gandhiji calling upon R. I. N. ratings to
resign, if their condition was humiliating.” If they did that, they would have to
give up their only means of livelihood. Moreover, they were fighting for
principles. If they resigned now, there would be hundreds in these days of
unemployment to take their places who would be subject to the same
discrimination and treatment and the R. I. N. ratings would not have achieved
anything. It simply does not lie in the mouth of Congressmen who are
themselves going to the legislatures to ask the ratings to give up their jobs. It
does not help the cause of the country at all.

Every one of the statements quoted above from Arunabehn’s
Pressinterview is contrary to the views generally held by or attributed

! Pyarelal concludes the talk with the following reply from the visitor:
“My brain was muddled, when | came here. | now see things more clearly.
Y ou have saved us from a big mistake. We shall take no precipitate or thoughtless
step.”

2\ide “Letter to Balvantsinha”, 25-2-1946
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to Congressmen. Whather she really holds or does not hold, the views
put into her mouth isirrelevant here. For the moment it is enough to
examine them on their merits and to show that they are wholly
inconsistent with Congress resolutions.

The first principle of non-violent action as propounded in the
Congress resolution® of 1920 at its special session in Calcutta under
the late Lal Lajpatrai is that of non-co-operation with everything
humiliating. It must be remembered that the R.I.N. was founded not
for the benefit of the ruled. The men went with their eyes open.
Discrimination stares one in the face. It cannot be avoided, if one
enters the service which is frankly organized to keep India under
subjection. One may, one ought to, try to mend the conditions. That is
possible only up to a point. That cannot be achieved through mutiny.
Mutiny may conceivably succeed but the success can only avail the
mutineers and their kin, not the whole of India. And the lesson would
be a bad inheritance. Discipline will be at least as necessary under
swargj asit is now. India under successful mutineers would be cut up
into warring factions exhausted by internecine strife.

India of the Congress has made little headway in the
appreciation of the fight for swaraj, if it is true that hundreds would
take their places if the present ratings resigned in pursuance of their
campaign against humiliation. Can we have swaraj for the masses, if
we are so degraded that hundreds of us are ready to swdlow
humiliation even to the extent of taking the place of humiliated
fellowmen? The very thought is unworthy of Congressmen and that
too at the moment when swargj is believed to be within sight.

Those who hold that enlistment in the R.I.N. is their only means
of livelihood must have a very poor opinion of them. A soldier'sisa
hard life. He is disciplined to work in co-operation and trained to
wrok with the pickaxe and the spade. Such a one will disdain to think
that apart from soldiering he has no means of livelihood. We have a
poor opinion of soliders, if we think that they cannot earn their bread
by the sweat of the brow. A labourer is any day worthy of his hire.
What is, however, true is that a soldier out of his calling will lack the
glamour and the amenities provided for him. We have wasted precious
twenty-five years, if we have not yet stripped the profession of killing
and destroying the thick coat of varnish that has covered it for so
long.

! Vide “Congress Resol ution on Non-Co-Operation”

28 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



Aruna Asaf Ali had been reported to have said that the ratings
would have gained nothing by resigning. Wdl, they would have
gained honour and dignity, if they had manfully given up their job,
and taught the citizens of Bombay the way to save honour and
dignity, and they could have spared Bombay the sensel ess destruction
of life, property and very precious food-stuffs. Surely this would have
been an achievement not quite beneath notice.

The last statement in the reported interview is surely a confusion
of thought. Congressmen going to the legislatures for conserving the
honour and liberty of the country is not the same as ratings serving
for their livelihood with the possibility of being used against their own
countrymen and their liberty. Congressmen who go to the legislatures
are representatives elected by their voters and they go even if it isonly
to prevent those from going who will misrepresent the voters. Going
to the legislatures may be altogether bad, but there can be no such
comparison as has been just adverted to.

POONA, March 3, 1946
Harijan, 10-3-1946

40. WHAT, AFTER FINISHING STUDIES ?*
A student has seriously posed this question :
What am | to do after finishing my studies ?

We are today a subject race and our educational system has been
devised to serve the interest of our rulers. But even as the most selfish
person is obliged to hold out some lure to those whom he is out to
exploit, so a number of temptations for studying in their institutions
have been brought into being by the rulers. Moreover all members of
Gvoernment are not alike. There are some liberal-minded among
them who will consider the problem of education on merits. Therefore
there is no doubt some good even in the present ;system. But the
prevailing education is willy-nilly put to wrong use, i.e., it is looked
upon as a means of earning money and position. It lends charm to
davery.?

The ancient aphorism, ‘Education is that which liberates is
as true today as it was before. Education here does not mean
mere spiritual knowledge nor does liberation signify only spiritua

! Originally written in Gujarati, this appeared as “from Harijiabandhu’
published simultaneously with the source.
2 This sentence is translated from the Gujarati version.
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liberation after death. Knowledge includes all training that is useful
for the service of mankind, and liberation means freedom from all
manner of servitude even in the present life. Servitude is of two kind :
slavery to domination from outside and to one’s own artificial needs.
The knowledge acquired in the pursuit of thisideal alone constitutes
true study. Having had such study, one will not be confronted with the
question : ‘What, after finnishing studies ?*” .

Realizing that a form of education devised by foreign rulers
could only be calculated to subserve their interests, the Congress
accepted, in 1920, among other things, the principle of the boycott of
all Governmental educational institutions. But that era seems to be
over. The demand for entrance to Government institutions and those
imparting education on similar line is increasing faster than the
number of such schools and colleges. The ranks of examinees are
ever swelling. In spite of this hypnotic spell, however, | hold that true
education iswhat | have defined.

A student who is superficially attracted by the educational ideal
set forth by me and leaves his studies is liable to repent of his action
later. | have, therefore, suggested a safer course. While continuing his
studies in the institution which he has joined, he should ever keep
before him the ideal of service set forth by me and use his studies with
aview to servethat ideal, never for making money. Moreover he
should try to make up the lack in the present education by application
of hisleisure hoursto theideal. He will, therefore, avail himself to the
utmost of whatever opportunity offers for taking part in the
constructive programme.

POONA, March 32, 1946

Harijan, 10-3-1946

! This sentence is translated from the Gujarati version.
? The source has “1”, amisprint.
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41. LETTERTO G. E. B. ABELL

POONA,
March 3, 1946
MY DEAR MR. ABELL,
| am desired by Gandhiji to thank you for your letter of the 25th ultimo and for
the information contained therein regarding the export of pulses.'
May | also thank you for the enquiries regarding Miss Lester’'s* passage. |
understand the difficulty and am writing to her.
Kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
AMRIT KAUR
G. E. B. ABELL, ESQ.
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 146

42. TELEGRAM TO G. E. B. ABELL

POONA,
March 4, 1946
PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE VICEROY
NEW DELHI
THANKS LETTER. MAY | PUBLISH MINE AND YOUR REPLY?
GANDHI
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 144

43. LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH
POONA,

March 4, 1946

CHI. MUNNALAL,
| have gone through your letter. Write down the particulars
which you think | should know, such as who are paid workers,
including their names and addresses, and then leave by all means. It

' Vide “Letter from G. E. B. Abell”, 26-1-1946

2 The reference is to Muriel Lester of Kingsley Hall, East End, London, who
was having some difficulty in securing a passage to visit India. She could, however,
come later, when she visited Noakhali in East Bengal during the communal strife, and
reported to Gandhiji about the condition there.

® The addressee in his telegram dated March 5 agreed for the publication of the
letters; vide “Letter to G. E. B. Abell”, 21-2-1946; also “Letter from G. E. B. Abell”,
26-2-1946
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seems from your letter that Manibhai* has become familiar with
everything.

Do send for Kanchan? and go to Vyara. Write to me after you
have settled everything. If you are ready, keeping you with me might
perhaps be the best way of using your services. Whatever your
decision, if you communicate it to me at an early date, it will help me.
But come to no decision before meeting Kanchan. Do not take any
hasty step. Draw Hiramani’s fare as you have suggested and debit the
sum to the Ashram account. Y ours can be accepted here, but perhaps
it would be better to debit that, too, to the Ashram account.

If you have still any more questions to ask, you may ask again.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 8459. Also C. W. 5571. Courtesy :
Munnalal G. Shah

44, LETTER TO MUNNALAL G. SHAH

POONA,
March 4, 1946

CHI. MUNNALAL,

| am returning the accompanying [letters]. Decide after most
careful thinking.

Meet Dr. Mehta®’. Decide something about the workers. Think
about other things also which you feel should be taken into
consideration. If you do not do that, | see nothing but obstacles in the
way. Take the help of all those who are there.

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]

How is Pillay ? What do you do about Pirone, the leprosy
patient?

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 8418. Also C. W. 5610. Courtesy :
Munnalal G. Shah

! Manilal Patel
2 Addressee’ swife
® Dr. Dinshaw K. Mehta
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45. LETTER TO S'TA GANDHI

POONA,
March 4, 1946
CHI. SITA 1,

Why need you write if | do not? Moreover | am busy in my
fields of work, and you are busy in yours. Both of us being thus
busy, there is nothing wrong in our not writing to each other in the
absence of some special reason. See that you succeed in your
examination.

| know that whenever | pass through Akola, you have to go back
disappointed as | would be sleeping. But remember Manilalbhai’s®
ghazal® “Immortal hope lies hidden in countless disappointments”
and keep on hoping.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 4972

46. LETTER TO DR. DINSHAW K. MEHTA

[March 4, 1946]*

CHI. DINSHAW,
| was upset in the morning. | felt as though | had erred or
commited a blunder. Can we afford to hire such an expensive and
well-appointed premises’ for the poor ? By doing so am | not abusing
the people’s trust in me ? | want to serve the poor in my own way. |
have a feeling, it will not need any of the paraphernelia you have
arranged. My place is only in some village where | can start with afew
huts and render service. Such thoughts pass through my mind and |
cannot take a decision. Please do not [bother go] reply to this. Speak
to me tomorrow. Ponder over it. The board of trustees ought to
confer, if only to clear this confusion. | have, therefore, written to
Jehangirji aletter, a copy of which | am enclosing. Please read it and
think over it. | believe we ought not to persist, if we have made a
mistake. Of course there is no reason to be alarmed; it isfor usto find

away.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

! Manilal Gandhi’s eldest daughter

% Manibhai Nabhubhai Dwivedi

® A Persian verse form

* The letter is placed among letters of this date in the source.Vide also
“My Confession and Cure”

® The reference is to the Nature Cure Clinic, Poona; vide “Nature Gure Clinic”

VOL. 90: 25 FEBRUARY, 1946 - 19 MAY, 1946 33



47. LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI
POONA,*
March 4, 1946
CHI. ANAND,
| did writeto you. My blessings are always there. Do whatever
you like, but remain cheerful. Sushila has gone to Quetta.
Bessings from
BAPU
SHRI ANAND HINGORANI
C/OR. C. TANDON
10 SOUTH ROAD
ALLAHABAD

From a microfilm of the Hindi. Courtesy : National Archives of India, and
Anand T. Hingorani

48. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

POONA,
March 4, 1946
CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

Y esterday Rajkumari did reply to you. Today, however, | am
observing silence. | believe we should consume only cow’s ghee.
Even Champabehn? may not keep buffalo’s ghee. The Ashram does
not exist for providing al facilities; we ought to put up with
difficulties. Then cow’s ghee can be made available. Vinoba shoud
not be troubled for this. Yesterday Rajkumari must have written to
you about visiting him there from time to time.

Bessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 4547

' Thisisin Gujarati.
? Wife of Ratilal P. Mehta
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49. LETTER TO H. L. SHARMA

POONA,
March 4, 1946

CHI. SHARMA,

| write what | feel after listening to what you had to say
yesterday. | find that you have a lot of family responsibility* which
might entail a monthly expense of about Rs. 200. In the circumst-
ances, you would not be able to serve the poor, and it is difficult for
you to work here?. Therefore you may do whatever you can
independently. You had better give up the trust land which isin your
custody, though there isroom for further consideration of the matter.
The other things are going on as they are. If there is any misun-
derstanding on my part, clear it.

Bessings from
BAPU

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarela

50. LETTER TO G. E. B. ABELL
NATURE CURE CLINIC,

6 TODIWALA ROAD, POONA,
March 5, 1946

MY DEAR MR. ABELL,

I have been commissioned by Gandhiji to write and ask you whether it is
possible to increase the quota of newsprint for Harijan. A good deal of matter is felt
over every week in spite of the fact that the paper contains no advertisements and
nothing but substanital reading matter. The demand from the public isimmense. |If
you feel that Harijanis a need of the State as much as of the public, will you see if it
can get extra quota of paper, whether for extra reading matter or for alarger number of
copies to cope with the demand.

The Manager has made the usua application, but you know the way of
red tape.

The present Harijan contains 16 columns only. The old often used to

! The addressee’ s elder brother died in October 1945.
2 At Nature Cure clinic
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be double. Then an Urdu number a the Navajivan Press is on the anvil.
This, of course, is besides the application in the different provinces fox publication
in the provincial languages.*
Yours sincerely,
AMRIT KAUR

Gandhiji’ s correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, pp. 79-80

51. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

POONA,
March 5, 1946

MY DEAR C. R,

| must write thisin what has become as good as your mother
tongue. | have written to you more than once in Hindustani and,
when you wanted top lines, | gave you them. | have developed a
dislike for writing to an Indian in any but the national language. So |
write to Sastriar and Bidhan? in Hindustani.

So much for the preface.

Why do you worry about events? Do your duty, never think of
results:

FHTA FIYHRE AT FeAY HaTar

Let things take their course. It isenough, you and | have acted
right.

Of course | was bound to write about you what | felt.* | would
never have excused myself, if, when challenged, | had kept silent. It
gave us all aninsight into man’s thoughtlessness. Y ou must, therefore,
cheer up and get well quickly. Tell me when you are coming.

! Replying on March 18, the addressee agreed “to allow 1,00,000 copies per
week, which meant an increase in consumption from 5 to 75 tons per month”. He

also conveyed the Viceroy’s appreciation of Gandhiji’s “sound advice on the food
situation”. Writing again on March 22, Abell informed Amrit Kaur of the decision
“to release 10 tons”.

% Bidhan Chandra Roy

® Bhagavad Gita, 11. 47

* Vide “Curious’, “Curious’ and “ About Rajaji”
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While | was closing this, | got your love letter. Do writeto mein
Tamil. Anbu' | knew. What isudan 2?
BAPU®
From a photostat : G. N. 2117

52. LETTER TO SITA GANDHI

POONA,
March 5, 1946
CHI. SITA,
| got your postcard. | like your confidence that you will pass.
It will bear fruit. Keep up your courage and peace of mind at the
time of the examination, too. Y ou may come whenever you wish to.
Y our place will be reserved.
| wrote* to you one letter yesterday.
Blessings from

BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 4973

53. LETTER TO A.V. THAKKAR

March 5, 1946

BAPA,
| got your reminder. | have taken up Santhanam’s [thesis]®.
The first chapter shows that we (i. e., the Harijan Sevak Sangh) cannot
print it. All that is there about Mudims should go. It adversely
affects the other chapters. It is an excellent work. He hasreally taken
pains over it and it deserves to be published. It seems perfectly all
right to me, if the Hindustan Times [Press] publishesit. It will sell
without any effort. You may show thisto Santhanam. The proofs
should be corrected carefully. | shall send over the correctionsin a

' Love

2 With

® This and the two italicized words are in Tamil

* Vide “Letter to Sita Gandhi”, 4-3-1946

® Titled “Ambedkar’s Attack” this was published by Devi Prasad Sharma at the
Hindustan Times Press, New Delhi. The “Author’s Note” dated July 7, 1946, bore the
sub-title “A Critical Examination of Dr. Ambedkar’s Book : What Congress and
Gandhi Have Done to the Untouchables.” It was circulated by the addressee for favour
of review.
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few days. Of course | will not be able to examine them very carefully.
Y ou need not rush through the job.

BAPU
HARIJAN SEVAK SANGH
KINGSWAY
DELHI
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
54. MESSAGE TO FOREIGN PRESS
POONA,

[On or after March 5, 1946]°

| have seen Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s message, and | have
nothing to add to what he has said.

The Hindu, 8-3-1946

55. MY CONFESSON AND CURE®

It is plain to me as it has become to some of my friends that |
am incorrigible. | can learn only by my mistakes.* | do not know why
I could not learn through objections or warnings from others.® | can
learn only when | stumble and fall and feel the pain. As children we
all used to learn thisway. My condition isjust like achild’sevenin
my 76th year. | have just discovered myself making a mistake which
| should never have made.

' The report said that “this was in reply to a cable asking for a message to the
foreign Press”. Gandhiji was requested to give a statement on the recent eventsin
India and on the proposed visit of the British Cabinet Mission—Sir Pethick-
Lawrence, Sir Stafford Cripps and A. V. Alexander—which reached India on March 24
to discuss with Indian leaders the framing of India’s Constitution.

% From the reference to Vallabhbhai Patel’ s message, given in response to a
similar request made in Bombay, which was published on March 5; vide “Vallabhbhai
Patel’ s Message to Foreign Press’, 4-3-1946

® A Gujarati version of this appeared in Harijanbandhu published simultane-
ously with the source.

* The Gujarati version has : “1 can learn only by making mistakes and then
acknowledging and correcting them.”

® This and the following three sentences are translated from the Gujarati.
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| have known Dr. Dinshaw Mehta for a long time. He has
dedicated his life solely to nature cure of his conception. His one
ambition isto see afull-fledged nature cure university established
in India. A university worth the name must be predominantly
for the prevention and cure of the diseases of the poor villagers of
India. No such university exists in the world. The institutesin the
West are designed more for the rich than for the poor.

| feel that | know the method of nature cure for the villagers of
India. Therefore | should at once have known that nature cure for the
villagers could not be attempted in Poona city. But a Trust was made.
Very sober Jehangirji Patel permitted himself to be a co-trustee with
Dr. Mehta and me, and | hastened to Poona to run for the poor Dr.
Mehta’s erstwhile Clinic which was designed for therich. | suggested
some drastic changes; but last Monday* the knowledge dawned upon
me that | was a fool to think that | could ever hope to make an
institute for the poor in town. | realized that if | cared for the ailing
poor, | must go to them and not expect them to come to me. Thisis
true of ordinary medicinal treatment. It is much more so of nature
cure. How isavillager coming to Poona to understand and carry out
my instructions to apply mud-poulties, take sun cure, hip and friction
sitz-baths or certain foods cooked conservatively?? Will it not be
impudence? The villager would go away nodding, but at the same
time he would smile and think that the person who advised him to
undergo nature cure was a fool. He would expect me to give him a
powder or a potion to swallow and be done with it. Nature cure
connotes away of life which has to be learnt; it is not a drug cure as
we understand it. The treatment to be efficatious can, therefore, only
take place in or near a man’s cottage or house. It demands from its
physician sympathy and patience and knowledge of human nature.
When he has successfully practised in this manner in a village, or
villages, when enough men and women have understood the secret of
nature cure, a nucleus for a nature cure university is founded. It
should not have required eleven days’ special stay in the institute to
discover and all its attendant paraphernalia for my purpose. | do not
know whether to laugh or weep over my folly. | laughed at it and
made haste to undo the blunder. This confession completes the

! March 4, 1946; vide “Letter to Dr. Dinshaw K. Mehta”, 4-3-1946
2 The following two sentences are translated from the Gaujarati.
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reparation.' | have not learnt to give up any work once begun and
therefore there is only one alternative left for me. In which village
should | start this work?

| should like the reader to draw the moral that he should
never take anything for gospel truth even if it comes from a
Mahatma unless it appeals to both his head and heart. In the present
case my folly is so patent that even if it had continued for some time,
very few, if any, would have succumbed to it. The real villagers would
not have come for relief to thisinstitute. But if the discovery had
come too late, it would have blasted my reputation for | would have
lost in my own estimation. Nothing hurts a man more than the loss of
self-respect. | do not know that now | deserve the confidence of my
fellowmen. If | lost it, | know that | shall have deserved the loss. To
complete the story | must tell the reader that not a piece of the money
earmarked for the poor ailing villagers has been spent on this abortive
enterprise. What shape the present institution will now take and where
and how poor man’s nature cure will be tried is no part of this
confession. The result of the initial mistake must not, however, be an
abandonment of the new pursuit that | have taken up in the so-called
evening of my life. It must, on the contrary, be a clearer and more
vigorous pursuit of the ideal of nature cure for the millions, if such a
thing is at all practicable. Possible it certainly is.> So far as | am
concerned it is enough if this mistake makes me more cautious in
realizing my ideals. Time alone can say whether or not poor villagers
would welcome nature cure. There is no reason to doubt that it
should be welcome.

POONA, March 6, 1946
Harijan, 17-3-1946

56. QUESTION BOX®
Q. How can aperson in the military do constructive work?

A. A military man who has any grit in him can take up
spinning together with the anterior and posterior processes. He
can go in for paper making or any other village craft during his
leisure hours. Army men have plenty of leisure when they are not

! The rest of the paragraph is translated from the Gujarati.

> What follows is from the Guijarati.

® Originally written in Gujarati, this appeared as “from Harijanbandhu’
published simultaneously with the source.
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fighting. Even when there is fighting, all are not [and should not be]*
engaged in it though they have to stand by ready. Thus they can learn
all those activities which are being conducted for the freedom of
India. They should learn the national language in the two scripts. All
this study must be coupled with a burning love of freedom and the
courage to stand true to one’s conviction and to act accordingly even
if one is left alone. In no way does this conflict with military
discipline. | do not believe in indulging in indiscipline especially in
military service. Nor is there any room in my scheme of things for
secret activity. Adherence to these principlesis the only correct course
for an individual or a people.

Q. It issupposed to be asign of ill-breeding not to leave some
food on one’s plate after finishing a meal. The contrary is supposed
to be the correct thing to do.? Why isit so? And can it be tolerated
when people are starved?

A. It passes my comprehension how such action can be
tolerated, especially in the face of the threatened famine. | do not
know the reason for this practice, and it would be waste of time to
enquireintoit. | consider it to be a sign of vulgarity and lack of
perspective to have more on one’s plate than one requires. In the
present time no one isreally entitled to full meals. Waste would be
sign of callousness. On the other hand, | consider it good breeding
and discrimination to leave one’s plate clean of leavings. It savestoo
the time of those who wash up. It isthoughtful and correct before
beginning a meal to remove what one con-siders excess from one’s
plate on to a clean plate. Hosts should be discri-minating and have
enough delicate regard to find out what their guests require in way of
food and then give them no more than what they want.

Q. Writing letters in blood and using blood for auspicious
marks is becoming almost a fashion. Ought it not to be stopped?

A. Tomy mind thisis arevolting practice. It causes no hurt to
take a little blood from oneself. In these days, in particular, blood
letting can be performed without the slightest pain or inconvenience.
If too much is taken from him, the donor experiences weakness. But
to write or sign lettersin one’s own blood is neither bravery nor does
it connote any sacrifice or suffering. It is nothing more or less than
criminal folly and ought to be abjured. Not only that, it is duty to

! From the Gujarati
% The rest of the question is translated from the Gujarati.
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stop it. The easiest way is for all leaders not to countenance such a
vulgar and uncivilized practice.

POONA, 6-3-1946
Harijan, 17-3-1946

57. SATYAGRAHA IN FACE OF HOOLIGANISM*

A friend has gently posed the question as to what a satyagrahi
should do to prevent looting by goondas®. If he had understood the
secret of satyagraha, he would not have put it.

To lay down on€e’s life, even alone, for what one considers to be
right, is the very core of satyagraha. More no man can do. If aman
is armed with a sword, he might lop off afew heads but ultimately he
must surrender to superior force or else die fighting. The sword of
the satyagrahi is love and the unshakable firmness that comes from it.
He will regard as brothers the hundreds of goondas that confront him
and instead of trying to kill them he will choose to die at their hands
and thereby live.

Thisis straight and simple. But how can a solitary satyagrahi
succeed in the midst of a huge population? Hundreds of hooligans
were let loose on the city of Bombay for arson and loot. A solitary
satyagrahi will be like a drop in the ocean. Thus argues the corresp-
ondent.

My reply isthat a satyagrahi may never run away from danger,
irrespective of whether he is alone or in the company of many. He
will have fully performed his duty, if he dies fighting. The same holds
good in armed warfare. It applies with greater force in satyagraha.
Moreover the sacrifice of one will evoke the sacrifice of many and
may possibly produce big results. There is always this possibility.
But one must scrupulously avoid the temptation of a desire for
results.®* Here | am indicating only a possibility. May no one regard
resultsas atemptation.

| believe that every man and woman should learn the art of
self-defence in this age [and in all ages]®. Thisis done through arms

! Originally written in Gujarati, this appeared as “from Harijanbandhu’
published simultaneously with the source.

> Rowdies

® Therest of the paragrpah is translated from the Gujarati version.

* From the Gujarati
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in the West. Every adult man is conscripted for army training
for a definite period. The training for satyagrahais meant for al,
irrespective of age or sex. The more important part of the train-
ing here is mental, not physical. There can be no compulsion
in mental training. The surrounding atmosphere no doubt acts on the
mind but that cannot justify compulsion.

It follows that shopkeepers, traders, mill-hands, labourers,
farmers, clerks, in short everyone ought to consider it his or her duty
to get the necessary training in satyagraha.

Satyagraha is always superior to armed resistance. This can only
be effectively proved by demonstration, not by argument. It is the
weapon that adorns the strong. It can never adorn the weak. By weak
is meant the weak in mind and spirit, not in body. That limitation isa
quality to be prized and not a defect to be deplored.

One ought also to understand one of its other limitations. It can
never be used to defend a wrong cause.

Satyagraha brigades can be organized in every village and in
every block of buildingsin the cities. Each brigade should be comp-
osed of those persons who are well-known to the organizers. In this
respect satyagraha differs from armed defence. For the latter the State
impresses the service of everybody. For a satyagraha brigade only
those are eligible who believe in ahimsa and satya. Therefore an
intimate knowledge of the persons enlisted is necessary for the
organizers.

POONA, March 6, 1946
Harijan, 17-3-1946

58. PERSECUTION OF HARIJANS
Sir Parikshitlal Majmudar? writes:

There was high mortality due to some epidemic in avillage in Wadhwan
State, Kathiawar. The superstition of the villagers ascribed this misfortune to
Harijans and they began to intimidate the Bhangi families. The latter fled
from the village through fright. Harijan workers . . . approached the State
authorities to take immediate steps to protect the Bhangis. . . . The State acted

' Originally written in Gujarati this appeared as “from Harijanbandhu’
published simultaneously with the source.

? Secretary, Gujarat branch of Harijan Sevak Sangh; only an extract from his
letter is reproduced here.
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promptly and the families returned. . . .

The only remedy for this kind of superstition is the spread of
correct knowledge. The reason for its existence in Kathiawar
seems to be that the reform movement has not yet touched the
villages there. Workers must make Herculean efforts to remedy this
de-fect. But wherefrom are such workers to come? Even those already
working in Kathiawar fight shy of going to the villages. And, even if
they go, one can well imagine the immense difficulty of the task
confronting them. Man’s endeavour at its highest consists in contin-
uing to perform one’'s duty undeterrred by difficulties. The Kathiawar
incident must be taken to heart. Both the State and the people
understood their duty and took prompt and firm measures in the
instance quoted and the difficulty was surmounted for the time being.
If this example were to be widely followed, it would cut at the very
root of superstition. And that would be true education.

POONA, March 6, 1946

Harijan, 17-3-1946

59. TELEGRAM TO ABUL KALAM AZAD
POONA,
March 6, 1946
ABUL KALAM AZAD
CONGRESS PREISDENT

FAIRFIELD
LAHORE
HOPE TO BE WITH YOU ON TWELTH.
GANDHI
From acopy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
60. LETTER TO JACK JAPHETH
POONA,

March 6, 1946
DEAR FRIEND,

| have your letter. | am glad you have been in touch with Mme.
Sophia Wadia.? She is any day a safe friend and guide. Therefore
rather than have anything from me, | would ask you to come in
frequent and closer contact with her and derive comfort.

Regarding your questions | believe in reincarnation. | believe it

' In Bombay to attend the Congress Working Committee meeting
2 Of the Bombay Theosophical Society
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is possible to recall one’s previous states but it is a curiosity which
should always be kept under full control. If the belief that your wife's
soul like every other is eternal does not sustain you, no prying into the
secrets of nature is going to help. | have known cases in which such
prying has positively hindered progress.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
JACK JAPHETH
19 “GIRDHAR NIWAS'
COLABA CAUSEWAY
BOMBAY

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.
Courtesy: Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

61. LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI
POONA,
March 6, 1946
CHI. MANILAL,
| have your letter. | will have to go there on the 11th. I,
therefore, think it useless for you to come here just for two days. |
shall be busy with Harijan. My health is good. | hope you got my
message.
Blessings from
BAPU
CHI. MANILAL GANDHI
C/O NILKANTH MASHRUWALA
SOUTH AVENUE, BOMBAY-25

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 4974. Also C. W. 1387. Courtesy :
Sushilabehn Gandhi
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62. HINDU AND MUSSALMAN TEA, ETC.

Hindu and Mussalman teais sold at railway stations. Separate
arrangements for meals for the two communities are sometimes made
and none seems to be there for Harijans. All thisis asign of our
pitiable condition and constitutes a blot on British administration.
One can understand their not interfering in religious matters, but for
them to allow separate arrangements for tea, water, etc., for the two
communitiesisto set the seal of approval on separatism. Railways and
railway travelling offer a golden opportunity which could be used for
social reform and for educating the public in sanitation and hygiene,
good manners and communal unity. Instead, however, an utter neglect
of and indifference to these desiderata are shown. Railway travel
serves to strengthen, rather than mitigate, evil customs and bad habits.
First and second-class passengers are pampered, luxurious habits
encouraged. Third-class passengers on whom the railway revenues
largely depend are denied even elementary amenities and exposed to
all kinds of hardship. In either case weakness is exploited. And when,
in addition to this, separatism and un-touchability are recognized by
the railway authorities, it isthe very limit. If any passenger wishes to
impose restrictions on himself, he is at liberty to do so at his own
expense and suffer, maybe, even hunger and thirst. But let him not
demand special facilities for himself from railway authorities.

That vegetarians and non-vegetarians should be catered for, is
another matter. That is already being done.

POONA, March 7, 1946

Harijan, 17-3-1946

63. LETTER TO JAIKRISHNA P. BHANSALI

POONA,
March 7, 1946

CHI. BHANSALI,

Would it not be wholly improper, if you had undertaken the
three days’ fast because you are angry with either Pushpa or Kamala?
Such a fast can never have a place in our ethics. And, if you had
undertaken it with cam deliberation, shouldn't you have my

! Originally written in Hindi, this appeared as “from Harijan Sevak” published
simultaneously with the source.
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permission for it? Don’t you remember my having suggested that no
one was to undertake a fast without my permission? If you don't,
henceforth please bear it in mind. Now that it is over, let us not bother
about it. Surely you are not going to undertake any more [fasts|; so
let bygones be bygones. This letter isfor the future.

From a man like you | expect the perfection of human qualities.
It would be wrong, if Pushpa or Kamala or any other worker, man or
woman, was careless while working for you or for anyone else. The
remedy, however, is that the person should be patiently taught to be
more careful.

We should do without the services of persons who are carel ess
about their duties. Such persons would then gradually become
careful.

Blessings from

BAPU
[J. P. BHANSALI]
SEVAGRAM ASHRAM
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
64. LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI
POONA,

March 7, 1946

CHI. RAMDAS,

Kanam writes and says that you have again fallen ill. You did
not tell me so and | therefore did not believe him. He did well to
inform me. Y ou ought to get rid of the disease once for all. Write and
tell me everything or ask Nimu to write. | am thinking of going to
Bombay on the 12th. | will probably have to stay there for four or
five days.

Bessings from
BAPU

From the Gujarati original: Mrs. Sumitra Kulkarni Papers. Courtesy: Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library
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65. LETTER TO KRISHNACHANDRA

POONA,
March 7, 1946

CHI. KRISHNACHANDRA,

| did write afew lettersto you. And whenever | dictate letters or
ask someone to write to you, these too should be looked upon as
letters from me. A number of letters have now gone from here. It
cannot be said that anything remains to be answered.

| do not consider Bhansalibhai’ s fast to be right, and nobody in
the Ashram has any right to undertake a fast like this. | have always
said that if one wanted to undetake a fast, one must take my
permission. Therule still applies. 1t may be asked, what isto be done
when | am away. The answer is that the Manager of the Ashram
should be consulted and, if he is in doubt, then some senior member
like Vinobaji or Kishorelalbhai and others should be consulted. If
there is time to consult me, then it is, of course, better to do so.
Observance of this rule would save one from any possible conflict of
duties.
| think you should now give up your insistence on buying an
ox. We may not be able to become the poorest among the poor, but
let us try to be like the poor in every way we can. Crores of people
cannot afford an ox, and there are very few people in Indiawho have
good oxen. Why should we not try to be like them? It would be a
sign of perverted reason to cite the instance of the Goseva Sangh in
this connection. Let us see how much we can achieve with mere
manual labour without oxen and without Western machinery. You
will see that a great deal can be donein thisway.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 4548

66. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS
POONA,
March 7, 1946

Letters and wires continue to come to me seeking my aid in
saving Gen. Awari’s life which seems now to be sinking. | know
Gen. Awari. Heisalovable worker. But | know too that heis often
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improperly obstinate. The present occasion is acasein point.' If a
man, however popular and great he may be, takes up an improper
cause and fasts in defence of the impropriety, if is the duty of his
friends (among whom | count myself), fellow-workers and relatives to
let him die rather than that an improper cause should triumph so that
he may live. Fairest means cease to be fair when the end sought is
unfair. Let me say once more where Gen. Awari’s end is improper
and unfair. He may be wholly right in his statement that a great
wrong has been perpetrated by the Central Parliamentary Board of the
Congress. But who can right the wrong? Not Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
as Gen. Awari tells me he can. Heisbut an individual Sardar? thought
he has pronounced the decision of the Board. A judge cannot review
his own judgment. The Sardar is out of the picture. The Central
Board cannot, must not, review its own judgment. It has no authority.
No institution can act capriciously in a well-managed democracy.
Gen. Awari and his friends have the right of appeal or review by the
Working Committee, then the A. I. C. C,; finally the Congress. This
procedure may appear to him too long. It isnot, unless heisfighting
for an individual or individuals and not for a principle, as he assures
me, he is doing. Time always runs in favour of the defence of a
principle. If the general session of the Congress which is the highest
tribunal for vindicating justice decides against Gen. Awari, he has to
submit to its verdict. The Congressisthe panchayat. Liketheking it
can do no wrong. Thisis merely a necessary and legitimate concep-
tion for guidance in the observance of an infallible duty. In truth,
however, decisions of human organizationsin all climes have been
sometimes found to be wrong. So it may be in the case under
discussion. Then, but not till then, will Gen. Awari have in theory the
right, if he chooses to exercise it, to stir public conscience into action
by afast to the finish. In practice, it will be ludicrous. For the
principle behind such action can only euphemistically be so-called.
In democracy even pure men may unconsciously give wrong
decisions. The remedy is more and purer education, greater
awakening of the public and, in such quickened atmosphere, the rise
of a number of public workers whose sole duty will be to speak, write
and act so as to serve as bright examples for the public.

Vide “Telegram to Secretary, C. P. Provincial Congress Committee”,
20-2-1946 and “Letter to Manchershaw R. Awari”, 24-2-1946
2 Literaly, ‘chief’
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Now | hope the friends of Gen. Awari will understand me when
| say that those who wrongly support him and his fast and thus
encourage him will hasten Gen. Awari’s death, not those who will not
swerve from well-recognized canons of justice even for the sake of
saving the life of an erring friend. Let justice triumph though the
heavens weep.

Harijan. 17-3-1946

67. SPEECH AT MEETING OF TRUSTEES OF ALL-INDIA
NATURE CURE FOUNDATION, POONA!

March 7, 1946

Mahatma Gandhi explained that nature cure therapeutics as practised in the
cities of India and in the West was not suitable for the masses in the villages of India
and that they should be based on the material available in and around the villages as
well asin keeping with rural economics. Principally the mass awakening was to be
made from the point of view of prevention of diseases rather than from the point of
view of cure of the same. From the latter view-point he emphasized the need for
evolution of a system of nature cure therapeutics based upon Ramanama and the five
elements of Nature : earth, water, air, sun, sky.

Mahatma Gandhi particularly emphasized the importance of Ramanama as the
basis of his system, and its spiritual singnificance in nature cure science. He
explained that once he started the practice of nature cure of his conception in one the
villages around Poona, his idea would evolve a system of therapeutics which can be
spread through out the rural population of India. . . .

Mahatma Gandhi then suggested that Dr. Dinshaw Mehta should undertake a
trip to the different parts of India with the idea of studying various nature cure
institutions existing in the country. . . .

From afascimile : Mahatma, Vol. 7, between pp. 96 and 97

! The speech is extracted from “Minutes” of the fifth meeting of trustees held
under the chairmanship of Gandhiji in his room in Nature Cure Sanatorium. Dr.
Dinshaw K. Mehta and Jehangir P. Patel were present. Gandhiji permitted Gulabanoo
D. Mehta also to attend the meeting.

> Dr. Dinshaw Mehta accepted the suggestion which was supported by
Jehangir Patel and Gulabanoo Mehta.
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68. TELEGRAM TO HORMUZD

POONA,
March 8, 1946
HORMUZD
HEAD PRIEST PARS ‘AGIARY’
NAGPUR

REVISION ON MERITS ALWAYS POSSIBLE FROM INFERIOR
TO SUPERIOR BODY. WISH YOuU SUCCESS. PERSUADE
AWARI ABANDON FALSE POSITION.

GANDHI
From acopy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarela

69. TELEGRAM TO FEDERATION OF POSTS AND
TELEGRAPHS EMPLOYEES UNION

POONA,
March 8, 1946

SECRETARY

FEDERATION POSTS TELEGRAPHS

GAYA

WITHOUT  KNOWLEDGE OF CASE' DIFFICULT GIVE  OPINION.
GANDHI

From acopy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal
70. LETTER TO MANILAL GANDHI

POONA,

March 8, 1946

CHI. MANILAL,

| think it would be better, if you joined the deputation®. If you
cannot agree with the draft® of the memorandum to be presented to
the Viceroy, that is, if you oppose it, then it would be another matter.

! The reference, presumably, is to the union’s demands in regard to scales of
pay and pensions; the Federation had threatened to go on strike from March 23, if
their demands were not met by the authorities.

2 Of South African Indians led by Aga Khan, who, according to Gandhi : 1915-
1948—A Detailed Chronology, called on Gandhiji on March 3

® Vide the following item; for extracts from the memorandum submited to the
Viceroy on March 12, vide “ South African Indian Deputation’s Memorandum to the
Viceroy”, 12-3-1946
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It would have been good, if you could have got time to come and see
me, but it does not matter. It | can put on paper the shape that the
draft is taking in my mind, there will be no need to see me just now.
If, after finishing the businessin Delhi, al of you return soon, you will
be able to see me in Bombay itself. But failing that you will certainly
be able to see me here at any rate.

Blessings from

BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 4975

71. DRAFT MEMORANDUM TO VICEROY*
[On or after March 8, 1946]°

We the signatories hereto are deeply grateful to your Excel-
lency for receiving us at short notice in spite of your multifarious
preoccupations.

The present intention of the Government of the Union of
South Africawill, if carried out, degrade us to a status of inferio-
rity against which we have put up a fight more definitely since
1893, the year in which an attempt was made to disfranchise the
Indian community as such in Natal. We then looked upon it as
a dur not only on the Indians in Natal but aso on the mother
country. Then there was no Union of South Africa. The Cape
[Town] had practically no Indian question worth the name.
Orange Free State had banished the few Indian traders it had and
prided itself on its thorough anti-Asiatic policy. The Transvaal had a
sprinkling of Indian traders, hawkers and others. The location system
later known as segregation had its rise there. The whitesin Natal had
deliberately and for their own sake invited the large number of
indentured Indians for their sugar and tea plantations. This indentured
population naturally drew the independent mercantile Indians.

One would have thought that the advent of Union would mean
the union of all the races of South Africa, i. e.,, the African (the
Negro), the European and the Asiatics (primarily and principally
Indians). What a noble tradition such a union would have been for
the world. But it was not to be. On the contrary, the Union became
an anti-African and anti-Asiatic combine. Every year of the progress

Vide the preceding item.
% ibid
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of the Union has definitely marked the progress of this combine and
the strenuous opposition to it by the Indian settlers and their
descendants as will be clearly seen by reference to the appendix A*
hereto attached.

We ask Your Excellency to approach the question from that
standpoint and no other. The threatened legislation adumbrated by
Field Marshal Smuts which has hastily brought the delegation from
South Africais avery large step, perhaps the largest yet made, in the
process of consigning the Asiatics to permanent inferiority. Political
inequality was their end. The wedge has now expanded into all round
inequality and inferiority. Thus there are three segregations in which
the whites are inviting segregations of themselves in order to compel
the segregation of the other two. God has made man one great human
family. The white races of South Africa would make of it three
separate parts.

We have come al the way from South Africa not to seek
protection of individual or property rights, dear as both are, but we
have come definitely to ask Y our Excellency and the people of the
mother country to appreciate the fight for equality of status, whichis
theirs as much as ours, and to give us as much help as possible for you
and them to give. What is attempted to be done in South Africa
isadenial of the brave declarations made by the British and even the
F. M. himself.

It has given us much pleasure to learn that the withdrawal
of the British power in Indiain favour of elected Indian represent-
atives is imminent. Then we submit that it is Your Excellency’s
double and special duty to enunciate and so far as possible enforce
that policy in no uncertain terms in connection with the question
being submitted to you.

We submit that the least Y our Excellency’s Government can do
isto withdraw the High Commissioner from South Africa and to
enforce economic and political sanctions. We are not unaware that
they may mean very little material loss to South Africa. We know that
counter-measures will cause no hardship. But our loss we count as
nothing compared to the moral value of the enforcement.?

From the original : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

' Not reproduced here
2 \/ide al so “ Statement to the Press”, 18-3-1946.
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72. LETTER TO SORABJI RUSTOMJI
[After March 8,]* 1946

CHI. SORAF?,

Chi. Manilal met me. He does not wish to join the deputation.
According to him, the deputation is afarce. Many of the members
were drafted here. A deputation so composed can have place on it
only for dummies. If that is so, what purpose will Manilal’s inclusion
serve? You and he are like blood-brothers, but there are differences
between you two even in the method of work. What can be donein
these circum-stances? So much from Manilal’s point of view. But
you also need to think. Do not involve me at all in this business
unlessit is perfectly above board. If Manilal is making a mistake,
point it out to him and to me also. But if you yourself are making a
mistake, wake up. In the matter of public work, | want to see you to
bethat. You are, of course, aman of bright intellect. Useit alwaysto
strengthen your spirit of servicee The draft® | have prepared
deserves the most careful attention. Cling to it at all costs. Improve
you health.

Blessing from
BAPU
From a copy of the Gujarati : C. W. 1386—A Courtesy : Sushila Gandhi

73. FRAGMENT OF TALK WITH GOKULDAS D.
RAICHURA?

[Before Mrch 9, 1946]°

| want to live for 125 years and, if God fulfils my wish, | want to
create anew world in India

[From Gujarati]
Gujarati Samachar, 10-3-1946

! The source has “March 5*; but from the contents this |etter appears to have
been written after “Letter to Manilal Gandhi”, vide “Letter to Manilal Gandhi”,
8-3-1946

% Son of Parsee Rustomji

® Vide the preceding item.

* A Gujarati novelist

® The talk was reported under the date-line “Baroda, March 9, 1946,
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74. LETTER TO CHIMANLAL N. SHAH

POONA,
March 9, 1946
CHI. CHIMANLAL,

Permit Chi. Pyarelal to draw up to Rs. 25 every month as long as
he wishes.

Leave the decision about Babudi* to herself. She has great love
for Gordhandas, and that is as it ought to be. | have told her, too, that
she can come to me whenever she wants.

How are things getting on there?
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 10649

75. LETTER TO PYARELAL
March 9, 1946

CHI. PYARELAL,

What is the remedy if you burn even in the shade ?

1. 1 will give you whatever time you want. Tell me how much,
when ?

2. | have not written to the Ashram about your expenses. | did
not know | had to do that. | only gave my approval. | shall write now.

3. Leave everything about Sushilato God. It will be enough if
you do not write anything sarcastic.

4. Who was writing the prayer discourses ? If they are in
Gujarati, dictate them to Sushila. If they are in Hindi, dictate to C.P.

Blesssings from
BAPU

From the Gujarati original : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

' Addressee’ s daughter, Sharda Gordhandas Chokhawala
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76. LETTER TO MRIDULA SARABHAI

POONA,
March 9, 1946

CHI. MRIDU,
| have your letter. It seems you have become asold as I. | of
course forget, and so do you. So we are both the same. Then who
should remember for whom ?
| have written to Nimubehn.* Thank God you have become
cam.
Where is the room in Jehangir Patel’s house? Let us see.
Improve your health. That is your first duty.
Blessings from
BAPU
From the Gujarati original : C. W. 11256. Courtesy : Sarabhai Foundation

77. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
POONA,
March 9, 1946

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

| have both your letters. Your mind is not stable. Has the
Ashram now become worthless? |s there not someone who is all
right? If thereis even a single person who is so, then know that it is
good. Write to me frankly what is wrong there. | have told them to
employ servants. But they are to be treated as brothers. Thisis one
way to serve them. If this does not work, we ought to introduce some
reform. If you permit, | shall send both the letters to Chimanlal and
ask for an explanation.

Maganbhai must improve his health where he is. Krishnach-
andra can take work from those who want to work. They can refuse,
and you can say no.

What should | do, if | send for you here? Y ou can come over, if
you very much want to. | do not know that Abha is going. My

! Nirmala Bakubhai
> The addressee had written to Gandhiji that in his absence she found the
Sevagram Ashram empty.
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staying hereis not certain. | go to Bombay on the 29th. No patients
are admitted here. Dr. Mehtais not on duty. He will be out of
station. They have not yet started [the treatment] for the poor. You
may go to your mother, if you wish.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 504

78. MESSAGE TO AGA KHAN:
[On or before March 10, 1946]?
May you live for many years.
[From Guijarati]
Prajabandhu, 17-3-1946

79. RAMANAMA, THE INFALLIBLE REMEDY:

Shri Ganesh Shastri Joshi, vaidya, tells me after reading my
article on nature cure’ in Harijan of 3rd March, 1946, that in
Ayurveda too there is ample testimony to the efficacy of Rama
nama as a cure for all diseases. Nature cure occupies the place of
honour and in it Ramanama is the most important. When Charake?’,
Vagbhata® and other giants of medicine in ancient India wrote, the
popular name for God was not Rama but Vishnu. | myself have been
a devotee of Tulsidas from my childhood and have, therefore, always,
worshipped God as Rama. But | know that if, beginning with Omkara
one goes through the entire gamut of God’s names current in all
climes, all countries and all languages, the result is the same. He and
His Laws are one. To observe His Law is, there-fore, the best form of
worship. A man who becomes one with the Law does not stand in

' According to report in The Hindu, 12-3-1946, Aga Khan celebrated “ his
diamond jubilee” on March 10, 1946. Gandhiji had expressed his inability to be
presentzon the occasion; vide “Letter to Aga Khan”, 10-2-1946

ibid

® Originally written in Guijarati, this appeared as “from Harijanbandhu’
published simultaneously with the source.

* Vide “Nature Cure Treatment”

® Principal exponent of Ayurvedic system of medicine and author of Charaka
Samhita

® An ancient professor of Ayurveda
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need of vocal recitation of the name. In other words an individual
with whom contemplation of God has become as natural as breathing,
is so filled with God’ s spirit that knowledge of obser-vance of the Law
becomes second nature as it were with him. Such a one needs no
other treatment.

The question then arises as to why, in spite of having this prince
of remedies at hand, we know so little about it, and why even those
who know do not remember Him or remember Him only by lip-
service, not from the heart.  Parrot-like repetition of God’'s name
signifies failure to recognize Him as the panaceafor al ills.

How can they? This sovereign is not administered by doctors,
vaidyas, hakims, or any other medical practitioners. These have no
faith init. If they were to admit that the spring of the Holy Ganges
could be found in every home, their very occupation or means of
livelihood would go. Therefore they must perforce rely on their
powders and potions as infallible remedies. Not only do these provide
bread for the doctor, but the patient too seems to feel immediate
relief. If amedical practitioner can get afew personsto say ‘ So and
so gave me a powder and | was cured’, his business is estabished.

Nor, it must be borne in mind, would it really be of any use for
doctors to prescribe God’ s name to patients unless they themselves
were conscious of its miraculous powers. Ramanamais no copy-book
maxim. It is something that has to be realized through experience.
Onewho has had personal experience alone can prescribe it, not
any other.

The Vaidyaraj has copied out for me four verses. Out of these
Charaka's is the simplest and most apt. It means that if one
were to obtain mastery over even one out of the thousand names of
Vishnu, all ailments would vanish :

foren} weEm T SRRt fas |

TEAEE S0 o Hel e fa I

POONA, March 10, 1946

Harijan, 24-3-1946

'Charaka Chikitsa, m, 311
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80. LETTER TO SR FREDERICK BURROWS

NATURE CURE CLINIC,
6 TODIWALA ROAD, POONA,
March 10, 1946

DEAR FRIEND,

Y our predecessor Mr. Casey purposely left for you alegacy and
told me that you would have to dea yourself with the remaining
political prisoners or detenus of Bengal.

| have no desire to worry you in the beginning stage of your
career, but the letter* | have just received from important prisoners or
detenus in Dum Dum jail encourages me to do so. The letter speaks
for itself. | simply say by way of comment that it is atragedy or, may
| say, even adisgrace, to keep these peoplein jail without trial even on
suspicion, however strong that may be. | plead for courageous
wholesale release.?

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
H. E. SIR FREDERICK BURROWS
GOVERNOR OF BENGAL
CALCUTTA
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, pp. 136-7

81. LETTER TO SHARDA G. CHOKHAWALA

POONA,
March 10, 1946

CHI. BABUDI,
| have your letter. Y ou must learn to remain calm and composed
everywhere and in all conditions. Y ou have to sit daily with Anand®

! For extracts from the letter, vide “Letter from Security Prisoners’, 17-1-1946

> Replying on March 19, the addressee, inter alia, said : “1 am pursuing the
policy of my predecessor though | think | may fairly claim to have speeded things up
especially when account is taken of the fact that the persons still detained are those
who have been regarded as the most dangerous. In the first fortnight of March, sixty-
one detenus were released, and the number still held in detention on the 15th March
was 115. This figure will be substantially reduced by the end of the month.”

® Addressee’s son
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regularly for one hour at least and help him with lessons without
getting impatient. Inthisway at least at that time, at meal-times and
during walks, he will regularly get you company.
Blessings to you all from
BAPU
From the Gujarati original : C.W. 10066. Courtesy : Sharda G. Chokhawala

82. LETTER TO ANAND G. CHOKHAWALA
[March 10, 1946]*
CHI. ANAND?,
Y ou must start writing to me now. | hope you will now learn to
be agood boy. Have you started eating vegetables regularly?
Blessings from
BAPU
From the Gujarati original : C.W. 10066. Courtesy : Sharda G. Chokhawala

83. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
POONA,
March 10, 1946
CHI. A. S,
| got your letter. | toreit up. If Maganbhai cannot bear the
heat, he may go home. If he sitsin the tub for long hours, he may be
able to bear the heat. You have to go to your mother. You will get
enough work in Kanu’'s camp. Anyway a silent and sincere worker
will always have some work to do. Spinning should be regarded as no
mean work.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : G. N. 505

84. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

POONA,
March 11, 1946

MY DEAR C. R,
Itisjust 6.15a m. | am to be off to Bombay by 7.30 a m.

! This and the preceding item appear on the same sheet.
% ibid
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If we discover a mistake, must we continue it? We began
making love in English—a mistake. Must it express itself only by
repeating the initial mistake? Y ou have cake and eat it also.

Loveislove under avariety of garbs—even when the lovers are
dumb. Probably it is fullest when it is speechless. | had thought,
under its gentle unfelt compulsion, you will easily glide into HIndust-
ani and thus put the necessary finishing touch to your service of
Hindustani. But let it be asyou will, not |.2

| do not like your despondence. Y ou have to be thoroughly
well. Why not come to me? | hope to return in five or six days.

This tamasha will vanish leaving the water of life cleaner for the
agitation. If it does not, what then?

Anbudan®.
BAPU
From a photostat : G. N. 2118
85. LETTER TO SONJA SCHLESIN
POONA,

March 11, 1946

DEAR MISS SCHLESIN,

Y ou never write for the sake of writing. But the letter before me
isthe first such.

A highly industrial system under capitalism and full employ-
ment are incompatible.

Y our proposition about Manilal needs revision. But all such

' In Mahatma Gandhi—The Last Phase, “Letter to Dadabhai Naoroji”, 14-7-
1894 Pyarelal explains that the addressee in his letter dated March 3 had said : “Y our
Nagari is soillegible that | have only with great difficulty gathered what you wished
totell me. ... It won't do to discard what we both know well and adopt deliberately a
difficult medium except occasionally as ajoke! | shall begin replying in Tamil, if you
writeto meinillegible Nagari!”

2 Replying on March 13, the addressee said : “Regarding Hindustani | plead
guilty and ask for mitigation. Old age (not youth) being the excuse. But don’t argue
further. Your very sweetness makes me feel so guilty.”

® These words are in Tamil. However, the source has ambudan, a slip for
anbudan which means ‘with love’. Vide also “Letter to C. Raagopalachari”,
5-3-1946

* Gandhiji’s secretary in South Africa
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things when we meet, if we do.
The rest from the papers and Manilal.
Love.
M. K. GANDHI
From acopy : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

86. SHOCKING |IF TRUE!

The Joint Secretary of the Gujarat Harijan Sevak Singh, Shri
Hemantkumar, writes that apart from Karadi nowhere are temples
open to Harijans, and nowhere may they use public wells.

If thisistrue, | may say it is a good thing that | have been
unable to go to Bardoli.2 How can those Gujaratis, who do not look
upon Harijans as part and parcel of themselves, who do not permit
them to draw water from public wells nor enter temples for the
worship of God, who even attribute epidemics to Harijans® and are
prepared to beat them for practices which superstition attributes to
them, how can they welcome me? Or what value can their welcome
hold for me?

| have long since counted myself as Bhangi in my speech, in my
actions and above all in mind and spirit. Anyone who looks upon
them with contempt does the same to me. Indeed | hold it an honour
to be among he despised Harijans and among the Bhangis. Any
welcome to me under the circumstances would be tantamount to an
insult.

Therefore | make this request to Gujaratis that they atone for the
grievous wrong they continue to do to fellow human beings. | shall
consider their repentance adequate when they admit Harijans into
their fold, and only then will | consider them capable of maintaining
swaraj. | do hope that the people of Bardoli Taluka will understand
and respond to my message in a special manner.

BoMBAY, March 11, 1946

Harijan, 24-3-1946

' Originally written in Gujarati, this appeared under “Notes’ as “from”
Harijanbandhu” published simultaneously with the source.

*Vide “Regret”

*Vide “Persecution of Harijans’
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87. QUESTION BOX

Q. You ask people not to eat polished rice but | fear the disease
istoo far gone. Polished rice is washed again and again and the water
thrown away. It isthen boiled and that water too is emptied into the
drain thus depriving the cereal of all its vitamin value. The rice thus
served, with each grain separate, is pleasant for both the eye and the
palate. The practice obtains even in students' hostels. How are we to
get rid of it?

A. | am aware of the above-mentioned malpratice. We livein
the poorest of poor countries and are yet unable or unwilling to give
up such harmful habits. Each one thinks only of himself. We look
upon our neighbours as strangers instead of as our kith and kin. What
does it matter to us whether they live or die? If they dig, it istheir own
fault. If they live, it is accredited to their merit. Life and death are
not in our hands. Therefore let us eat, drink and be merry!

In such a distorted view of life, we have to follow what we
consider to be our duty and believe that what is true will one day be
followed. Until then, whenever occasion arises, we must proclaim
from the house-tops what we consider to be right.

Q. You say that those who eat fish should be provided with the
same. Does not this entail violence both for him who eats and him
who provides the fish ?

A. Both commit violence. So do those who eat vegetabes. This
kind of violence isinherent in all embodied life, therefore, in man too.
It isin this condition, and in spite of it, that we have to practise non-
violence as aduty. | have often indicated how we may do so. Then
man who coerces another not to eat fish commits more violence than
he who eatsit. Fishermen, fish-vendors and fish-eaters are probably
unaware of any violence in their action. Even if they were, they might
ook upon it as unavoidable. But the man who uses coercion is guilty
of deliberate violence. Coercionis inhuman. Those who quarrel
among themselves, those who will stoop to anything in order to amass
wealth, those who exploit or indulge in forced human labour, those
who overload or goad or otherwise torture animals, all these knowin-
gly commit such violence as can easily be stopped. | do not consider

' Originally written in Gujarati, this apperared as “from Harijanbandhu’
published simultaneously with the source.

VOL. 90: 25 FEBRUARY, 1946 - 19 MAY, 1946 63



it violence to permit the fish eater to eat fish. Itismy duty to suffer it.
Ahimsais the highest duty. Even if we cannot practise it in full, we
must try to understand its spirit and refrain, as far as is humanly
possible, from violence.

BoMBAY, March 11, 1946
Harijan, 24-3-1946

88. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING, BOMBAY!
March 11, 1946

The news of the recent eventsin Bombay has filled me with
shame and humiliation as it must have you too. Let me hope that
none of those who are here took part in these disgraceful happenings.
but that would not entitle you to my congratulations. We have reached
a stage when no-body can afford to sit on the fence or take refuge in
the ‘ambiguous mid-dle'. One has to speak out and stand up for
one’s convictions. Inaction at a time of conflagration is inexcusable.
Isit too difficult an ideal to follow? Let metell you, however, that this
isthe only course that will take us safely through the present difficult
times.

It has become the fashion these days to ascribe all such ugly
manifestations to the activities of hooligans. It hardly becomes us to
take refuge in that moral alibi. Who are the hooligans after all? They
are our own contrymen and, so long as any countryman of ours
indulges in such acts, we cannot disown responsibility for them
consistently with our claim that we are one people. It matters little
whether those who were responsbile for the happenings are
denounced as goondas or praised as patriots—praise and blame must
equally belong to us all. The only manly and becoming course for
those who are aspiring to be free is to accept either whilst doing our
duty.

In eating, sleeping and in the performance of other physical
functions, man is not different from the brute. What distinguishes him
from the brute is his ceaseless striving to rise above the brute on the
moral plane. Mankind is at the cross-roads. It hasto make its choice
between the law of the judgle and the law of humanity. We in India
deliberately adopted the latter twenty-five years back but, | am afraid,

! This appeared under the title “For Shamel”. The meeting was held at Rungta
House.
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that whilst we profess to follow the higher way, our practice has not
always conformed to our profession. We have always proclaimed from
the house-tops that non-violence is the way of the brave, but there are
some amongst us who have brought ahimsa into disrepute by using it
as a weapon of the weak. In my opinion, to remain a passive spectator
of the kind of crimes that Bombay has witnessed of late is cowardice.
Let me say in all humility that ahimsa belongs to the brave. Pritam*
has sung : “The way of the Lord is for the brave, not for the
coward.” By the way of the Lord is here meant the way of non-
violence and truth. | have said before that | do not envisage God
other than truth and non-violence. If you have accepted the doctrine
of ahimsa without a full realization of its implications, you are at
liberty to repudiateit. | believe in confessing one’s mistakes and
correcting them. Such confession strengthens one and purifies the
soul. Ahimsa calls for the strength and courage to suffer without
retaliation, to receive blows without returning any. But that does not
exhaust its meaning. Silence becomes cowardice when occasion
demands speaking out the whole truth and acting accordingly. We
have to cultivate that courage, if we are to win India’s independence
through truth and non-violence as proclaimed by the Congress. Itis
an ideal worth living for and dying for. Every one of you who has
accepted that ideal should feel that inasmuch as a single English
woman or child is assaulted, it is a challenge to your creed of non-
violence, and you should protect the threatened victim even at the cost
of your life. Then alone you will have the right to sing : “The way of
the Lord is for the brave, not for the coward.” To attack defenceless
English women and children, because one has a grievance against the
present Government, hardly becomes a human being.

The British Cabinet Ministers’ Delegation will soon be in our
midst. To suspect their bona fides in advance would also be a variety
of weakness. As brave peopleit isour duty to take at its face value the
declaration of the British Ministers that they are coming to restore to
Indiawhat is her due. If adebtor came to your house in contrition to
repay his debt, would it not be your duty to welcome him? On the
other hand, would it not be unmanly to treat him with insult and
humiliation in rememberance of past injustice? Let the British

' A Gujarati poet
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Government prove for the final time that they do not mean to act
according to their professions. It will be time to act, if they do so.
Till then the only manly course is to maintain dignified silence.*

Harijan, 7-4-1946

89. TO PATIENTS

Letters are being received in large numbers from patients
wanting to be admitted to the Nature Cure Clinic at Poona. Let me
inform them that no such facility exists at present. The standard of
cleanliness that was intended to be introduced into the institution has
not been reached. Work for the village people has not yet been
started. So long as the preliminary adaptations are not complete,
nothing can be done. The patients have, therefore, to wait. Dr. Dins-
haw Mehta's Nature Cure Clinic at Bombay is no doubt there. He may
open branches at Poona and Sinhagarh also. But since he has
undertaken heavy responsibility in connection with the Nature Cure
Trust, all this may take time. For private patients the scale of his fees
will continue as before.

BOMBAY, March 12, 1946

Harijan, 17-3-1946

90. QUESTION BOX

Q. You have declared that freedom seems to be near. But |
cannot follow the point. The Pakistan problem is only one compli-
cation against you.

A. Hope knows no insurmountable complications. But why
ask, when the answer will be known within afew months, if not weeks.
And | am not the only optimist this time.

BOMBAY, March 12, 1946

Harijan, 24-3-1946

91. LETTER TO AGA KHAN
BOMBAY,
March 12, 1946
BHAISAHEB,
| have your letter dated March 4, 1946. Thank you. How can

people like you be remiss in growing trees? When | was a prisoner in
the Transvaal, my batch was made to dig up a patch of rocky soil. A

' According to a report in The Hindu, 13-3-1946, after prayer Gandhiji
declined requests for his autograph; he, however, agreed to give it the next day.
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beautiful garden now stands there. If only thereis water, then food-
grains, vegetables or fodder can be easily grown on any kind of soil.
I wish you would be the first to start this venture. In the Birla's
mansion here they have laid out a garden after covering the terrace
with earth. Now they think of growing vegetabes, etc., there.

Yours,
M. K. GANDHI
H. H. THE AGA KHAN
From a copy of the Gujarati : Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy : Pyarelal

92. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING, BOMBAY
March 12, 1946

Mahatma Gandhi, speaking at the conclusion of the prayers this evening,
made a reference to the collection of money and ornaments during his recent tour of
Bengal* and Madras®. He said that he had recently been on along tour of Bengal,
Assam and Madras, and passed through Orissa when he came back to Wardha. A large
number of sisters and brothers gave him ornaments and money for the Harijan Fund.
He collected them every day. But today, he said, somebody had given him some
presents which he wanted to auction. He demanded that they should have to pay
double the price of those presents.®

Mahatma Gandhi announced that he would not sign autographs this evening
and asked the seekers of his autographs to send their books with a sum of Rs. 5 per
autographs to him later.

The Hindu, 14-3-1946

! From December 1, 1945 to January 19, 1946

% From January 21 to February 4, 1946

¥ At this stage the loud-speaker arrangement failed, and Gandhiji had to curtail
his speech. Kanu Gandhi then auctioned a silver charkha and a silver flask, which
fetched Rs. 250 and Rs. 200 respectively.
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93. TALK WITH SHAH NAWAZ KHAN AND P.K. SEHGAL!

March 12/13, 1946°

Gandhiji repeated to them the advice’® he had previously given to some
discharged I.N.A. men who had met him in Madras. He had told them that
it should be derogatory to the dignity and self-respect of a soldier to live upon
charity. Theideal which they should set before themselves was to earn their bread by
honest industry. Thel. N. A. Relief-Fund was there but it would be wrong to use it for
providing doles. He described to them how in South Africa he had provided relief to
dependents of satyagrahi prisoners by settling them on Tolstoy Farm where they had
to labour according to capacity. The merit of this method was that it could be
multiplied to any degree without proving costly and burdensome. The real test of the
I. N. A., he told them, was to come only now. In the fighting line there was the
romance and incitement, not so in civil life. The country was today faced with the
spectre of famine. Would they help the people to fight it with the same courage,
cohesion, doggedness and resourcefulness which they had shown on the battlefield?
Would they show the same diligence, mastery and skill in handling the spade, the
pickaxe and the hoe as they did in shouldering the rifle? Digging of wells and
breaking stony ground to grow food, and plying the wheel and the shuttle to clothe
the naked was the nation’s need today. Would they respend to the call? They had
physical stamina, discipline and, what was more, afeeling of solidarity and oneness,
untainted by narrow communalism. All that ought to put them in a singular position
of vantage for introducing non-violent discipline and organization among the
masses. Constructive activity could absorb every one of thel. N. A. men who was
willing and worthy of his name. If they took up that work, not one of them need or
would remain unemployed.*

Harijan, 31-3-1946

' Thetalk is extracted from Pyarelal’s “Ideals for the I. N. A.*; Pyarelal
explains: “I. N. A. men . .. wereanxious. . . to distinguish themselves in national
service on the non-violent lines but unless they were suitably absorbed in civil
activities and properly guided they might be exploited and led into devious ways by
unscrupulous agencies. . . ."

> From areport under the date-line “Bombay, March 12” in The Bombay
Chronicle, 13-3-1946, which read : “Maj. Shah Nawaz Khan and Capt. P. K. Sehgal . .
. had about 90 minutes’ talk with Gandhiji at Birla House tonight. Thetalk . .. will
be continued tomorrow evening.“

® Vide “Advice to Indian National Army Men”, 22-1-1946

* According to areport in The Bombay Chronicle, 14-3-1946; P. K. Sehgal
told the United Press of Indiathat Gandhiji would “still believe” in his heart of hearts
that Subhas Chandra Bose was alive.
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94. HIGH-HANDEDNESS EXPOSED

The Bombay High Court has just delivered an illuminating
judgment, allowing two habeas corpus applications of H. K. Shah and
B. E. Sathe against detention orders extended from time to time.
Chief Justice Stone and Justice Lokur have delivered a considered
judgment setting at liberty the two applicants who were evidently
illegally detained and might have remained under detention but for
the fact that Advocate Purushottam Trikumdas assisted them to bring
their cases before the Bombay High Court. | have just time to give
below the few important extracts from the judgment.

After observing that the two affidavits filed by Mr. Simms,
Home Secretary, Government of Bombay, in relation to the two
accused cannot be distinguished from each other except for the
numbers at the tops, the learned judges go on to say :

In the case of Mr. Sathe, there is no suggestion in the reasons given that
he assisted or supported any underground organization or organized anything
underground, though it is suggested that he assisted the activities of an
organization, the object of which was to commit acts of sabotage, and even if
it is to be presumed that such an organization would work underground, the
very fact that these two affidavits of Mr. Simms are in identical terms, though
they deal with the circumstances of two different cases, demonstrates a very
casual approach to the grave responsibilities and duties, which devolve on
every Government servant charged with these wide powers of detention
without trial.

In Gokhale's case, afull bench of this High Court had occasion to
comment upon detention orders being made on cyclostyled forms
inappropriate to the facts of the particular case, and it now appears that, unless
checked, the era of the cyclostyled affidavits is about to dawn. Even passing
over such irregular features in Mr. Simms's affidavits as referring to an
affidavit without stating whose affidavit it is he refers to, his affidavit does
not even state that all the circumstances of the petitioner’s case were fully
considered before the extension orders of the 7th January, 1946, were made.
Commenting upon the further affidavit of Mr. Simms which he

filed after declining to attend the court in order to submit himself to
cross-examination, the judges observe :

That is avery remarkable document for anyone to file who has been given
an opportunity by the Court to attend the Court in order to give viva voce
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evidence. It is even more remarkable by its omission than by what it says, for
it leaves unchallenged the affidavits for the 22nd February of the two
petitioners filed in answer to Mr. Simms’s two affidavits which arein identical
terms, and which the last affidavit seeks to amend.

Referring to the extension orders, the learned judges go on to

observe :

But once the original order has run its course, the legislature has
provided certain safeguards for the protection of the persons detained.
Before the six months expired, the person detained will have received
the notice giving him the grounds for his detention, and he may have
a representation under Section 7. The extension order itself has to
be made within thirty days immediately preceding the expiry of the
previous order and, lastly, there is added to subjective satisfaction an
objective test that the detaining authority shall have further considered
all the circumstances of the case. In our opinion emphasis is to be placed on
the word “all”, and the question at once arises what is the nature of “all the
circumstanes’ which have to be considered. That must be a question of law.
[Upholding]* the defence plea that the detaining authority had

not considered all the circumstances of the case, the judges observe :

70

Mr. Purushottam Trikumdas advanced various heads of circumstances
which he submits is obligatory for the detaining authority to consider. In our
opinion it is clear that such circumstances must include :

1. A consideration of the matters and things which the detenu did, or
was suspected of doing, when the original order was made.

2. These matters and things must be considered in conjunction with,
and in the highlight of, the present state of affairs. That isto say, the state of
affairs existing in India at the date when the proposed extension order is to be
made.

3. A cosideration of any representation which the person detained may
have made under Section 7 (4), and consideration of the person detained since
his detention, and the present state of his health.

Turning again to the circumstances of the two cases before us, having
given the whole position our careful cosideration, we are not prepared to
accept the affidavits of Mr. Simms filed on either of these petitions as
affording any reliable answer to the assertion of the petitioners that all the
circumstances of their cases have not been considered in the light of the state
of the state of affairs current in India on the 7th January, 1946. On that date,

' The source has “Holding that*.
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as the petitioners point out, there was no successful prosecution of awar for

the mass movement to hinder, and the various committees of the Congress,

previously unlawful, had been legalized, and the members of the Working

Committee of the Congress Party and its leader had been released from

dentention. These are all circumstances which already ought to have been

considered before the renewal orders of the 7th January, 1946, were made.

The judges then draw attention to the fact that Mr. Simms did
not state that H. E. the Governor had considered the papers and
agreed to the extension orders of 7th January, 1946, being made. The
judges say :

It is extremely significant that His Excellency did not consider and
agree to the making of these extension orders though he had considered

and agreed to the making of al the orders in both the cases in 1944

and 1945. If he had done so when the orders of the 7th January, 1946

were made, it is inconceivable that Mr. Simms should not have stated that

most important fact which is bound to inspire confidence that any order which
has been so considered and agreed to has been made after due care, attention
and consideration.

Therefore they hold that the two petitioners have

successfully challenged the two extension orders of the 7th of January as not
being validly made, because, having referred to the facts stated by the
petitioners, it is impossible to come to the conclusion that the detaining
authority complied with the objective test of having cosidered all the
circumstances of the petitioners’ cases. . . . That being so, it is our clear duty
to order their immediate release.

In my opinion the released men are entitled to damages for
illegal detention. This, however, may be debatable. But there can be
no doubt that all persons similarly detained, no matter in which
province, should immediately be discharged without a doubt. Thereis
no danger of the Government being overturned by reason of the
discharges.

BoMBAY, March 13, 1946

Harijan, 17-3-1946
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95. LETTER TO J. S DREWE

BIRLA HOUSE, BOMBAY,
March 13, 1946
DEAR MR. DREWE,

I am desired by Gandhiji to thank you for your letter* of the 9th instant, in
reply to his of the 1st. He will look forward to the opportunity of seeing the grounds
of Ganeshkhind one day with His Excellency.

Yours sincerely,
AMRIT KAUR
J. S. DREWE, ESQ. I.C.S.
PRIVATE SECRETARY TO H. E. THE GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY
GOVERNMENT HOUSE
BomBAY
Gandhiji's Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 154

96. LETTER TO ANANTRAI P. PATTANI

BOMBAY,
March 13, 1946

BHAI ANANTRALI,

| have your letter of the 7th.

1. Itwill have to be ascertained whether the Peasant Relief
Fund has any authority to donate the amount for such a purpose.
There are likely to be some documents relating to it.

2. | think three members on the Trust will suffice. The chief
thing will be to see that the majority should be representatives of the
[All-India] Village Industries Association. It will be for Kumarappa?
to consider whether the members should be three or five. The whole
planishis. | have given no thought to it at all.

3. | can understand the stipulation that if the Village Industries
Association does not wish to run the project, everything should be
returned to the State’. The Trustees of the Association will not say

'Vide footnote 4, “Letter to Private Secretary to Governor of Bombay”,
1-3-1946

2 J. C. Kumarappa, Secretary, A.l.V.I.A.

® Bhavnagar State, of which the addressee was Dewan
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that they cannot run it. It will be for the others, that is, the State, to say
that the former are not able to run it. | cannot welcome, and nobody
should welcome, such a position in any circumstances.

The papers with me mention the annual grant to be of the order
of Rs. 28,600, and that for a period between five and ten years. |
think further clarification on this point can be given only by Bhai
Kumarappa and Bahi Jhaverbhai*. Hence | can say nothing in this
matter. | cannot go into the details, nor do | wish to do so just now.

| hope you keep good health.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 9559

97. LETTER TO JHAVERBHAI PATEL

BOMBAY,
March 13, 1946
CHI. JHAVERBHAI,

| got the papers sent by you. | have written? to Patttani Saheb
and a copy of the letter is enclosed.

| doubt very much whether you will be able to carry out this
project. If the people and Government of Bhavnagar State do not
fully co-operate with you, the buildings will remain empty and be a
burden on you. | know that this has happened before.

If Bhai Kumarappa and you have not taken care to enlist the
support of the people and are banking on the State Government’s
help, think over the project again.

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]

| cannot say much about Gujarat. But | would suggest that you

should do nothing without Sardar’ s fullest consent.

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 9558

! Jhaverbhai Patel
% Vide the preceding item.
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98. ALETTER

BOMBAY,

March 13, 1946
Even if Chi. Nalin wishes to embark on the venture by himself, |
would not advise him to join in this project. Nanabhai* also should
consider it from the same point of view. Thisismy view. However, |
will not interfere with any decision you two may arrive at. Asfor
myself, you will have to bear thisin mind, namely, that | have made a
rulein so far as Gujarat is concerned. | will take interest only in such
work as has the fullest approval of Sardar Patel. | have been acting
on this rule from the beginning, and | have advised others to do the
same. Hence you should obtain Sardar’s approval, if you have not
already done so. | will not mention this matter to the Sardar even if
heis here, for | have no time for that.
I have snatched some time with the utmost difficulty to write
these few letters.

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G. N. 9557

99. LETTERTO T. PRAKASAM

BOMBAY,
March 13, 1946

BHAI PRAKASAM,

| have your letter dated 2-3-1946 as well as the papers. The
papers were not necessary.

| did not say | saw nothing wrong in your using the money for
your own purpose. | do not have here the copy of my earlier letter.
But as far as | remember | had said that Kaa Venkatarao had
expressed that opinion. Read the letter again. In my view, it iswrong
to take money like that for personal expenses. Be that asit may, it is
your duty to explain your position to the public. | am hearing bad
reports.

Sardar has sent me copies of your letters and his reply. | think
Sardar’sreply is appropriate.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a copy of the Hindi : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy : Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

! Nrisinhprasad K. Bhatt
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100. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING, BOMBAY*

March 13, 1946

Gandhiji explained a certain bhajan> —God' s path is that of a brave man. He
said that the words God and Truth were synonmous. Of the million names of God, the
best and the choicest was Truth.

Truth itself is God, and non-violence is just a synonym for
truth.®

People ought to be prepared to uphold truth and non-violence at all costs, even
at the cost of death, just as they would be prepared to sacrifice their lives for God, as
was stated in the bhajan.

Briefly referring to the recent disturbance in Bombay, he said that those who
were responsible for looting did it in ignorance and under misguidance. They did not
do it of their own free will. Gandhiji said, he would not call them hooligans.* In
Bombay much violence was indulged in recently and many shops were looted.
Nothing would be gained by such violence and looting. On the other hand, only truth
and non-violence would achieve the freedom of India

In the end, Gandhiji exhorted the audience to pray to God so that He may grant
them strength and determination to die in the cause of the country.

Earlier Gandhiji asked for the approval of the audience, if he could speak in
Hindustani at tomorrow evening's prayers and day after’s. He offered the option of
Gujarati. But the approval of the audience went in favour of Hindustani.

The Bombay Chronicle, 14-3-1946; also The Hindu, 15-3-1946

101. CONVENIENCE v. NECESSITY

One whom many Congressmen know writes :°

As | was talking with you, | realized how greatly you were worried about the
condition of the masses today. . . . | find that during the last five to six years,
conflicting experiences have only strengthened my faith in non-violence. . . to

! Held at Rungta House

> A Gujarati Composition by Pritam

® This and the following paragraph are reproduced from The Hindu.
* The rest of the paragraph is reproduced from The Hindu.

® Only extracts from the letter are reproduced here.
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thousands like me, non-violence has become the Life Force that alone is capable of
creating democray and humanity. Our non-violene now is a matter of conviction and
not a matter of convenience or cowardice.

But then there are others who. . . . are still thinking in terms of power
and organization for power. | personally feel that that is a phase in their
development. . .

There are also many that are confused with this game of politics and find it
difficult to square it with the non-violent way or are rather confused by the spectacle
of many attempting to square non-violence with the game of politics. . . .

| feel that we are fighting a war for humanity and. . . that only with rugged
fearless experience, and perhaps a few stumblings, shall we be able to grow into non-
violence.

Perhaps there are many who experience my difficulties.
BOMBAY, March 14, 1946

Harijan, 24-3-1946

102. COMMUNAL UNITY AND NON-UNTOUCHABILITY
IN THE I.N. A

The Azad Hind movement in East Asia solved many problems.
And one of them was the maor and intricate problem of communal
unity. Although efforts towards this direction were made ever since the
inception of the movement in 1942, it became a reality only after the
arrival of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. There was another question and
that was of untouchability, though on a minor scale. ... Anyhow thisill
too was remedied as a result of universal training of Indiansin the |.N.A.
camps and offices after Netgji‘s arrival. . . Netaji had asked for ‘total
mobilization' for the coming armed struggle for India's freedom. To
thiscall . . . all sections of the community. . . offered their serviceas. . .
volunteers. Some of these volunteers were absorbed in the Azad Hind Sangh,
the party behind the Azad Hind Fauj and the Azad Hind Government. Others-a
majority of the volunteers—joined the ranks of the Fauj. The Sangh had a
network of branches throughout East Asia. In every branch workers
consisting of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and Christians. . . lived together ate, at
the same table and worked together. Same was the case in the Indian National
Army. ...
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Note : Except for repetitions, the foregoing® is published as it
was received. The information isrevealing. The natural question is:
Now that these soldiers have returned, will the same comradeship
persist? It ought to.

BOMBAY, March 14, 1946

Harijan, 31-3-1946

103. TELEGRAM TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

BOMBAY,
March 14, 1946
ANAND HINGORANI
CARE TANDON
10 SOUTH ROAD
ALLAHABAD
YOUR LETTERS RECEIVED. REPLY SENT.
BAPU
From a microfilm. Courtesy : National Archives of India, and Anand T.
Hingorani

104. MEMORANDUM ON INTERVIEW TO G.E.B. ABELL?
March 14, 1946

| understand H. E.”s proposal to be this: “He, as President,
and Qaid-e-Azam® Jinnah, possibly Nawabsaheb of Bhopa and
I should control and regulate food situation.” | told you that
the situation created by the acceptance of the proposal would be
unreal and, therefore, defeat the purpose in view. Then you asked
whether | could see the possibility of Maulana A. K. Azad being
invited to work with me assisting him. | said, there might be a
possibility in it, | being regarded as an expert in such matters. But |
added that everything else without an executive of elected represen-
tatives was tinkering with the serious situation involving the fate of

! Of which only extracts are reproduced here

2 This was an enclosure to “Letter to G.E.B. Abell”, March 14, 1946; vide the
following item. Abell met Gandhiji on March 13.

® Meaning “ supreme | eader”
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millions of hunger-stricken villagers.
M. K. GANDHI
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 150

105. TELEGRAM TO JOINT SECRETARY, HINDU SANGHA
SAMSKARANA SAMAJ, NELLORE?

BOMBAY,
March 14, 1946

NO LEGAL FORMALITY REQUIRED OPENING TEMPLE. YOU SHOULD SEE

RAMULU.?
GANDHI

From a copy : Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.
Courtesy: Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

106. LETTER TO G. E. B. ABELL

BOMBAY,
March 14, 1946

DEAR MR. ABELL,
Although you said | need not put down anything in writing, and
| gladly accepted the dispensation, | thought, when | had slept over the

' According to The Transfer of Power, 1942-47, “Letter to Mrs. Freeth”,
8-11-1906 in his dispatch dated March 15 to the Secretary of State of India, the
Viceroy, inter alia, said : “1 sent Abell to Bombay to see Gandhi, and he saw him on
the 13th evening. That day Working Committee had decided that an Advisory
Committee on food would be useless without a popular Government at Centre and that
Congress should not co-operate. Gandhi . . . reminded Abell of long dispute about
representative capacity during his conversations at Bombay with Jinnah. He was
determined not to be representative of Congress and he admitted that if Azad was put
up by Congress, Jinnah would never accept. Abell suggested that willingness of
Gandhi and Jinnah to . . . discuss. . . in theinterest of India. . . would augur well for
immediate future. Gandhi said, if he thought it right to do this, he would do it, but his
instinct was strongly against it . . . . | see no use pursuing matter further and shall
drop it with minimum publicity. . .. Inincidental conversation, Gandhi said to Abell
that Jinnah could certainly have for his Pakistan the genuine Moslem areas.”

2 Inreply to the addressee’s telegram of March 13, 1946, which read :
“Trustees approached. Harijan Temple entry favoured. Legal formalities require time.
Pray advise Sriramulu break fast.”

® Potti Sriramulu, a Congressman from Nellore who fasted unto death in 1952
for a separate Andhra State.
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conversation, that | ought not to be lazy, and should reduce to writing
the propositions we discussed. Here is the memo* containing them
which | hope | have correctly remembered.?

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
Gandhiji’s Correspondene with the Government, 1944-47, p. 149

107. LETTER TO G. E. B. ABELL
BOMBAY,
March 14, 1946

DEAR MR. ABELL,

Many thanks for your kind note.®* The reason for my putting in
writing my impression of our tak was only to guard against any
misunderstanding about the position. | would not like to put you or
me in any false position and certainly not H. E. Asit isyou will agree
with me that it was good | write out my own understanding of the
message you had brought me. Of course | have no intention of
publishing anything. | have to say something to the Working
Committee in ageneral way, nothing to the Press.

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with the Government, 1944-47, p. 151

108. SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING, BOMBAY*

March 14, 1946

Mahatma Gandhi thanked the gathering for the atmosphere of silence and calm
in which the prayers were conducted.®

! Vide the preceding item.

% In his reply of even date, the addressee said : “ | have explained to Pyarelal
that my own summary of what was said last night would differ alittle from yours. . .
H. E. would prefer that we should not commit ourselves to writing because of the
danger of its leading at some stage or other to recriminations. . . . | will make clear to
him the reasons you gave for being unable to accept the proposal .

® Vide footnote 3, “Letter to G. E. B. Abell”, 14-3-1946

* This appeared under Pyarelal’ s “ Satyagraha—the Art of Living and Dying” as
“gist” of Gandhiji’s “important address in Hindustani” at Shivaji Park. The text has
been collated with version of the speech published in The Bombay Chronicle,
15-3-1946, and in The Hindu, 16-3-1946.

® This paragraph is from The Bombay Chronicle.
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The singing of Ramdhun is the most important part of
congregational prayer. The millions may find it difficult to correctly
recite and understand the Gita verses and the Arabic and Zend-Avesta
prayers, but everybody can join in chanting Ramanama or God’'s
name. Itisassimpleasitiseffective. Only it must proceed from the
heart. In its simplicity lies its greatness and the secret of its
universality. Anything that millions can do together becomes charged
with a unique power.

| congratulate you on your success in the mass singing of
Ramdhun without any previous training. But it is capable of further
improvement. You should practise it in your homes. | am here to
testify that when it is sung in tune to the accompaniment of tala, the
triple accord of the voice, the accompaniment and thought creates an
atmosphere of ineffable sweetness and strength which no words can
describe.

Gandhiji said that my prayer, will-power and mental concentration were
developed. Thislesson he had learnt during his experience over many years, from the
time he first started satyagraha.

| introduced the practice of having congregational prayer some
time before the commencement of the South African satyagraha
struggle.

He said that in India there were only a few foreigners, and the native
population numbered millions. Y et the former dominated over the latter. In South
Africa, on the other hand, Indians were few while Europeans and the natives there
numbered several millions.?

The Indian community there was faced with a grave peril. We
did all that was humanly possible. All methods of seeking redress,
agitation through the Press and the platform, petitions and deputations
were tried but proved of no avail. What was the Indian community
consisting of a mere handful of illiterate indentured labourers mostly,
with a sprinkling of free merchants, hawkers, etc., to do in the midst of
an overwhelming majority of Negroes and whites? The whites were
fully armed.

What could a handful of Indians. . . do against the armed might of the South
African Government? The utmost that they could do was to plead with the
Government in power. The richer sections might even send deputations to England.

! This paragraph is from The Bombay Chronicle.
% This paragraph is from The Hindu.
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Beyond that they could not go. In these circumstances there was nothing that one
could do. He could not give guns in the hands of this handful of men and say :
“Fight”. He could not drill them into an army and then parade them.*

It was clear that if the Indians were to come into their own, they
must forge a weapon which would be different from, and infinitely
superior to, the force which the white settlers commended in such
ample measure. It wasthen that | introduced congregational prayer in
Phoenix and Tolstoy Farm as a means for a training in the use of the
weapon of satyagraha or soul-force.

As apractising satyagrahi and the author of satyagrahas, he could say that its
seed lay in prayers. Satyagraha could be pitted against all earthly powers for it was a
divine power.”

The root of satyagrahaisin prayer. A satyagrahi relies upon
God for protection against the tyranny of brute force. Why should
you then be always afraid of the British or anybody playing you
false? If someone deceives you, he will be the loser. The fight of
satyagrahais for the strong in spirit, not the doubter or the timid.
Satyagraha teaches us the art of living as well as dying. Birth and
death are inevitable among mortals.

These higher attributes of how to live worthily and lay down one’s life nobly,
were what satyagraha could teach man. A person who did not understand these twin
arts was no true satyagrahi.® In the vast world every creature had to live, work and die.
It was a very common phenomenon. But these creatures could not realize the potent
force that could be derived from God. That was because they did not know the art of
sacrificing their lives, which satyagraha involved.

Gandhiji said that so far as purely animal functions like eating and breeding
and living and dying were concerned, there was no difference between man and beast
and birds. But man rose above them all, for he alone could recognize the good and the
true, he alone could realize God.*

What distinguishes the man from the brute is his conscious
striving to realize the spirit within. The last eighteen verses of the
second chapter of the Gita which are recited at the prayer givein a
nutshell the secret of the art of living. It isgiven therein the form of
a description of a sthitaprajna or the man of steady wisdom, i. e., a
satyagrahi, in reply to Arjuna’ s query to Lord Krishna.

The art of dying follows as a corollary from the art of living.

! This paragraph is from The Bombay Chronicle.

% This paragraph is from The Bombay Chronicle.

® These two sentences are from The Bombay Chronicle. The rest of the
paragraph is from The Hindu.

* This paragraph is from The Bombay Chronicle.
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Death must come to all. A man may die of alightning stroke or as a
result of a heart failure or failure of respiration. But that is not the
death that a satygarahi can wish for or pray for himself. The art of
dying for a satyagrahi consists in facing death cheerfully in the
performance of one's duty. That is an art which the people of
Bombay apparently have not yet learnt.

Referring to the mutiny of the ratings of the R. I. N. in Bombay and
the distrubances that followed, Mahatma Gandhi said that everything that
was done during these days was motivated by a desire for freedom. But those
who took part in these did not know the art of satyagraha. Unfortunately many
buildings were looted and burnt, many people were assaulted and many died.

Judged from these standards, the men who died in the recent disturbances had
thrown away their lives. It was awaste of many lives. There was nothing worthy or
artistic in looting ships, and exercising violence on the foreigners who were going
about their business. The men who did it were no satyagrahis. The men who looked
on without helping were also no satyagrahis.

It is not enough not to want to hurt or take the life of your
enemy. You are no satyagrahis, if you remain silent or passive
spectators while your enemy is being done to death. Y ou must protect
him even at the cost of your life. If thousandsin Indialearnt that art,
the face of India would be changed and no one would be able to point
his finger of scorn at her non-violence as being a cloak for weakness.
We would not then try to shift blame for ugly happenings on the
hooligan elements. We would convert and control the hooligan
elements too.

We are passing through a crisisin our history. Danger besets us
on all sides. But we shall convert it into our opportunity, if we realize
the power of satyagraha than which there is nothing more potent on
earth.?

In abrief reference to the impending Cabinet Mission to India, the Mahatma
counselled patience. Hewould indicate the next step, if the mission faled to
implement the pledges and promises made to India.

Harijan, 7-4-1946

' T